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            …dedicated to living in the image and spirit of Jesus Christ
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From the Desk of Pastor Bob Scott
When you receive this newsletter, 2008 may still be a few weeks away – but since this is the January newsletter, let me be the first to wish you a Happy New Year!

     Many of us make “New Year’s Resolutions” (keeping them is another matter): lose weight, stop smoking, get more organized, etc.  One year I “resolved” to kiss Linley everyday… that one was fun to try to keep!  

     At our recent Elder/Deacon Leadership Retreat, your church officers made a series of “resolutions” for 2008.  After reviewing the responses that YOU shared with me during our series of “Congregational Conversations” (held back in September), your church officers decided upon the following four priorities for next year. 

1. The need to upgrade our sound system, and to make some necessary updates and repairs to Westminster         Hall – especially the nursery and classrooms.
2.  Improve communication within the church (to members and between groups), and deepen the connections in our church.  With two services it can be difficult to know one another, much less all the needs, so how can we do a better job of making sure everyone stays informed and no one falls through the cracks in our care-giving.

3. Make a concerted effort to reach out to younger adults (the 25-55 age group) and families with children, and explore the feasibility of adding a contemporary style worship service,

    as one way of reaching this missing age-bracket.

4.  And we realized that none of the above becomes feasible if we do not get our financial house in order.  Currently we are running a $40,000-plus deficit.  We expect that gap to shrink as people catch up on their pledges before the end of the year; still, we recognize that we cannot continue to run such deficits much longer.

     I feel good about these “Church-wide Resolutions,” however, like my own personal resolutions, the danger is that we forget about them soon after making them!  So, in order to keep that from happening, I propose that we form four Design Teams, one around each of these issues.  I want to invite YOU – the members of this church – to sign up to serve on the Design Team you are most interested in.  All four Design Teams will meet at least monthly for the first quarter of next year, with a goal of presenting a “plan of action” to the entire church shortly after Easter (April 2008). 

     Some of this is already underway:  bids have been collected for a new sound system; one of our Women’s Groups is looking into refurbishing the Nursery; and a financial team has been hard at work on next year’s budget.  That’s a great start, but the work is just beginning…I hope you will be a part of it!  And may God continue to richly bless our church in the New Year.

Hope and Confidence, -- Pastor Bob
  [image: image40.wmf]             Notes from Pastor Phil
Well as the New Year is about to begin I started thinking of some of the goals for 2008.  Overall, I see 2008 to be a year of affirmation in my life and in the life of the church.  My first area of emphasis in 2008 is the youth ministry of the church.  I have many goals for the youth ministry of the church but I will try to name just a few of my goals.  I would enjoy seeing the monthly mission opportunities or M.O.E.’s, youth council meetings, and prayer groups (P-Groups) grow in number and in faith.  I would also want to further train, support, and mentor the youth advisors so they are not as reliant on me to plan different youth ministry activities.  In 2008, I want to help develop the Passion Service in being totally youth-led without much adult influence and participation.  Lastly, I want to also develop the Mission Experience 2008 into a yearlong process of going not only to Guatemala but also looking into a U.S. mission trip to Appalachians or to the Gulf Coast.  My main goal in the youth ministry is to see the youth develop personal relationships with Jesus Christ and to take ownership of their ministry.


My second area of emphasis in 2008 is in the Christian Education of the church.  I will continue to advise and support the Christian Education committee and their programs but I want to do so much more in 2008.  My goal in 2008 is to teach several different four to six week long courses.  For example, starting on Monday’s in Lent, I am working on teaching a class in Spiritual Disciplines called “Food for the Weary Soul” using Marjorie Thompson’s book Soul Feast.  I am also looking into teaching other classes such as a Theology 101 class on basic Presbyterian Doctrines and a Church History class; so look for more information about these classes.  I plan to develop the Confirmation class in 2008 to be on a two-year cycle in which the eighth and ninth graders would meet together.  I also plan to continue to support and develop the Logos ministry and the Logos’ Board of Directors in 2008.


The third area of emphasis in 2008 is the growth and develop of the Younger Adult Ministries of the church.  I would first define Younger Adults being anyone ages 24-55.  I first want to re-establish the “Sojourner’s” Younger Adult fellowship gatherings each month, probably the 2nd Monday of the month at that great Presbyterian restaurant, Beef O’Brady’s.  I also want to explore developing a monthly Bible study for Younger Adults.  I think also it would be important for FPC to research what it would take to have a contemporary worship service aimed at the Younger Adult audience.  In past meetings, Younger Adults have expressed a desire for a Contemporary service.   I know many of us have differing opinions about whether we should have a Contemporary service or not but this would be a great outreach to people this age.


The last area of emphasis in 2008 for me is in my Pastoral Duties.  I want to continue to grow and mature in my preaching content, style, and presentation.  I would also love to see more Healing and Wholeness services happen in 2008.  I seek to develop a “Book of Prayers” which I can use for weekly worship.  I also will work with Pastor John to develop a plan for visitation for me in 2008.


My friends and family, I am delighted and enthusiastic about the 2008 and what God has in store for us.  My hope and prayer for you, as well as for me, is that the 2008 will truly be a year of affirmation in not just what you do but in who you are as a child of God.

Courage,

Phil
 Pastor Phil <><

	


	[image: image41.wmf]
Greetings from Ken and the 

            Music Department
Christmas is upon us and everyone is busy as usual, shopping, going to parties, church functions and everything else you can think of.  We at First Presbyterian are trying our best to keep Christ in Christmas.  With our Christmas Cantata program on Sunday Night and Monday Night for our church and community.  On Sunday, December 23rd, we have the Community Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long which I hope we have a good turn out for.  Then the Christmas Eve Services with the Choir singing at the 7:00 p.m. service and Nancy Garrett singing a solo at the 11:00 p.m. service.  The 5:00 p.m. service will be mainly for the younger children and parents.
The Bell Choir will be off until January 2nd and the Adult choir will have rehearsal on December 19th and then will be off until January 2nd. 

I am expecting some new Choir members after the first of the year, so those of you that have promised to come, please come to Choir rehearsals on Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m.

I want to thank you all for a great year and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

Your Servant in the Music Ministry,  
Ken

[image: image1.wmf]IN OTHER NEWS AND NOTES: 

We have also formed a “Frank George Apartments Task Force” to represent our concerns with our city officials as the destruction of the high rise draws nearer (i.e., when that building comes down we want to make sure ours doesn’t too!), and we also want to stay in conversation with the city over future development plans for that sight.  
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To Our Church Family,

Virginia and I want to thank you for the many cards, phone calls, and prayers.  They made a difference in coping with the loss of my father.

Many years ago, when we went on family vacations, we had great times, saw lots of scenery, and new friends.  But, when we turned into our driveway, my dad would say, and we would all agree, “It is good to be home.”
Well now after over a century of good times, and some not so good times, Dad is now home – thank God.

Again, thank you for your kindness.    Your friends in Christ, Virginia and Wally Stembler
*******************************************************************************

        Thank you for all your love and prayers while my husband, Raymond was ill in the hospital.

Vera and Raymond Hibbs

*******************************************************************************
[image: image3.wmf]THANK YOU from the Fellowship Committee:
The Fellowship Ministry would like to thank everyone who gave of their time, talents, and finances to help put on the various events of this year.  Your help and encouragement is greatly appreciated.  Also, we would like to wish a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone at First Presbyterian Church.

-Lynn and Bill Perry        

[image: image4.wmf]PLEASE NOTE:  Tablecloths are missing.  We are short on tablecloths so could we get you to check and see if you might have some that have not been returned.  Thanks for your help.
[image: image5.wmf]NEWS FROM THE BRONKEMAS. . .
I know that it is well over Thanksgiving time, but we did want to begin this letter by saying Thank You.  Thank you for your extraordinary support in response to our letter in July.  Through you God has provided bountifully, and we continue to be amazed by His faithfulness and your love.  
Let's bring you up to date on the ministry.  We have two fully running Soup Kitchens now.  The second one was opened last September with fifty clients.  This kitchen serves mainly mothers and children and is looking forward to increasing the number fed to 100 beginning in January.  God has faithfully provided for the needs of our growing social ministry through the generous and faithful giving of the MPC members.   
We continue to look for a new location for the Parish Center.  We were told definitively that we would have to move out of the present Parish Center by February 1.  This center is absolutely crucial to our ministry.  It is really the hub of all that we do.  In these past weeks we have been in touch with the Lutheran Church of Finnish origins.  We are in negotiations over a potential space for this ministry.  Please keep this at the top of your prayer list for our ministry.  We are so excited about this possibility, and we hope that it will come to fruition.  It is located right in the middle of a cemetery.  How about that for a little Christian symbolism?  As the early Christians took refuge in the catacombs, which were the burial grounds for the Romans, so we are seeking refuge from a culture that does not accept us.  I also love the symbolism of death having no power over us (I Corinthians 15:54-58).  Please keep us in your hearts as we look to transform this place, abandoned almost since revolutionary times, into a place of refuge and prayer.  The more I think about the work of the Moscow Protestant Chaplaincy the more I see God using this ministry as an agent of transformation in this culture.  We transformed a notorious nightclub into a soup kitchen (see our website: www.moscowprotestantchaplaincy.org, for the article).  
Another area of concern is the recent change in laws affecting foreigners seeking a visa to live and work in Russia.   Presently those here on religious visas must leave the country every three months and can only be in the country 180 days a year.  Because we renewed our visas in June we are not affected by the new law until next summer when we return to the States and try to renew our visas again.   We hope to have everything in place for the establishment of our non-profit organization which would allow us to apply for working visas and to return again for a year at a time.  It is all very complicated and becomes even more muddled during election season.  It is a serious concern, and we ask for your prayers.    
So how is the family doing?  A month after Stacy's grandmother passed away, Bob flew back to the states to be the liturgist for his grandmother, Alice Dunning Cobble Henry, who passed away in October.  The girls stayed home and took care of Rosy our growing lab puppy who has been an absolute delight for the entire family.
The girls continue to plug away at school.  Rachel has become interested in running after she ran a very fast mile in gym one day.  She is also a budding photographer who loves to go out with her dad on Saturdays to places in Moscow just to take pictures.  She has quite an extensive folder of pictures on the computer.  Rachel finally got her own room as Bethany was happy to move her things out to the living room and claim it as "her own room".  She is very proud to have a cabinet with a key and a piano in her own room.  Each night she pulls out the couch and makes her big bed.  She is convinced that this year there is no way Santa is going to come into her living room to fill her stocking without waking her up.  A semblance of peace has fallen upon the Bronkema house as a result of this move.
Naomi is becoming quite the chess player.  She beat her dad the other day, and he promises that he was playing his best.  She is learning to play the guitar in a classical manner.  It drives her crazy, but she really is quite good at it.  We didn't know that such beautiful music could come from a guitar played by one of our daughters.  She still enjoys playing soccer with the boys at recess and even saved a crucial goal the other day.
Bethany is extremely excited about her parts in the many Christmas plays at school and church.  Each time one is performed she crosses it off her list.  She absolutely loved seeing Swan Lake at the Bolshoi when grandma was in town.
As we look forward to Christmas we wish you all joy and peace as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
Your Servants in Christ, The Bronkema Family  
   NEWS FOR THE CHURCH FAMILY
WORK DAY UPDATE and 

NEXT One in January 2008 
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Bottom of Form

On Oct. 27th we held the 7th and final workday (6 regular and one youth day) of the year. We have averaged approximately a dozen participants for each of the workdays, and although we only started with a few, we ended up with that many for the Oct. workday. Thanks to Rob Mattson, Bill Perry, Richard Galy, Sandra Roberts, Jim Godfrey, Tim Townes, and especially Rick and Sherri Mills who came and brought several youth with them (Charli Mills, Katie Gerbich, and Caroline Parson). The parents of the youth who made sure they got there this year and even worked some of the workdays with them, your extra effort in doing so is greatly appreciated and is not taken for granted. The youth got quite involved this year with the grounds which included weeding and planting new ground cover and mulching in front of Westminster Hall. For those that had participated in the workdays, we were able to raise funds to assist them with their summer mission trip, something I hope to be able to repeat this year for those who are regular participants in the workdays.

 

A dozen volunteers for 3-4 hours equates to a few hundred hours cumulative over the year's time and a savings of several thousands of dollars during this fiscal year if this had been contracted by a landscape/lawn service. During this time of tithing and stewardship discussions, we hear of the church's financial needs. Financial support is not only what each of us is able to give in terms of monetary support, but also what we can give in terms of our time and talents in order to not require expenditures from the church's budget for items that we have the ability to do ourselves. So in following Pastor Bob's example on tithing, I am going to challenge those that have not participated in a workday this past year to try to attend just ONE this upcoming year and JOIN those that have been coming and I am hoping and needing to still come. I know some of you have come up to me and said that you are physically unable to help on the grounds workdays, which I understand. But there is also a long list of maintenance items that need to be done around the church, both interior and exterior, and I feel confident that there is some need for all abilities. 
                                                                                                                                (Continued on the next page)
 

WORKDAY UPDATE:  (Continued)

Our next workday is scheduled for Saturday, January 26th, starting at 8 AM. It will have been nearly three months since our last workday by then, so the grounds will sorely need our attention. This will also be just a couple of weeks before the church's birthday, and we always like to have the grounds looking good for that. We have a project scheduled for that day to remove certain plants on the west side of the sanctuary and plant sod where we have battled crabgrass since the new landscape was installed a few years back. This project along with the regular weeding and mulching that will need to be done that day will require a larger than normal turnout. This is over a month from now, so please write this down on your calendar and plan on attending. WE NEED YOU! Our motto is "We WEED by example!"

 

Sincerely,   Nels Parson
_______________________________________________________________________________________

S.A.M. Trip
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Florida Museum of Natural History located in Gainesville
Butterfly Rainforest - Jan. 16th

Bus leaves church at 9:30am

Return by 4 pm

55-65 butterfly species

Rearing lab gives you close view of life cycle

2,000 plants

view scientists at work in research collections
Cost: $6.00 (group of 10) pay at door

or

$6.50 (less than 10)
Lunch at Olive Garden (on your own)

___________________________________________________________

Reservation SLIP:  Bring into church office ASAP and place slip in Charlotte’s mailbox or call Charlotte at 325-0649

Name___________________________
# in party ______


Phone # _______________

_____________________________________________________________________________

[image: image10.wmf]ANNUAL REPORTS – DUE JAN. 10TH, 2008
All Committees Chairs (Budget & Finance, Christian Education, Communications, Evangelism, Outreach and service, Fellowship, Stewardship, Worship, Music, Youth, Nominating Committee, Personnel, Young Adult Ministries, Long Range Planning, Emergency Planning, Pastor Nominating Committee, etc.), Presbyterian Women, Deacon, LOGOS, Treasurer’s Report, Clerk’s Report, Men’s Breakfast, Food Pantry, Bread of Life and other programs sponsored by the church need to have their Annual Reports into the church office no later than January 10th, 2008.  Please, if possible, submit them on a disk in 12 pt Times Roman type or e-mail it to Carol at carolfpp@bellsouth.net by the above date.   Thank you.
______________________________________________________
[image: image11.wmf]STEWARDSHIP CORNER
Many thanks to the Congregation for the role you played in making this year’s Stewardship Campaign, “Living a Life that Counts,” a big success.  Because you care, we were able to increase our number of pledges from 85 to 93.  About 75% of you increased your level of giving over last year.  As a result, our pledges for 2008 have reached $271,735.  This is a substantial increase over 2007’s $235,00.

Have you ever wondered what happened to your pledge form after you turned it in?  Here is a quick run-down.  On Pledge Sunday, I collected the forms and took them to the Parsons Library where a team was waiting to tally them.  The team consisted of the Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Finance Chairman, Auditor, and two other trusted people chosen from the congregation.  After recording the results, the team gave the pledge forms to me.  They are still in my possession and will be turned over to the Treasurer’s Office at the end of this year so that the results can be entered into the computer for 2008 records.  Copies were made of the “Time and Talent” survey only so that the people collating that portion did not have access to your pledge information.  We realize that pledging is a private matter and we take every precaution to treat your information in a confidential manner.

Kay Powell

Stewardship Chair

________________________________________________________________________________
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  Letter from Marion Thornton

  Dear Friends,

Just wanted to let you know I am getting settled in here in Charlotte, NC in my new home.  I still have a few boxes to unpack and pictures to hang, but it is becoming more “at home” to me every day.  I am in a beautiful neighborhood with very friendly neighbors.  Someone even brought me a “welcome basket” filled with goodies!

I enjoy looking out at the beautiful homes and yards around me.  There are lots of children in the neighborhood.  I am learning the names of the dogs being walked better than their mamas’ names!  My cats are doing fine.  I can’t keep them in .  They are out the back door and over the fence in no time!  They adjusted very well except for my Siamese who disappeared for four days and then returned, thank goodness!  They know where they get fed!
I am attending a Bible Study group in my neighborhood on Tuesday nights.  I have found a good church, Sardis Presbyterian, founded in 1796.  I am attending the new Members Class and this Tuesday attended a circle meeting there.  They are studying the same book we re.  The first time I attended church there and signed the visitor’s card, I had a wonderful response from four different associate ministers.  Of course, this is a  large church, but the people are very friendly  They even have a LOGOS program but just through 5th grade.  If I had the time, which I don’t right now, I could get involved in all kinds of activities there.  I plan to attend a luncheon on November 20th.  The members of the neighborhood Bible study group are mostly members of this huge Calvary Baptist Church.  You have never seen anything so large!  I am going to a tea there on December 8th.  That will be an experience!

“Big” is the word I would use to describe Charlotte: “big city,” “big houses,” “big buildings,” “big traffic,” and “big prices” at the grocery store!  I am gradually finding my way around this side of Charlotte which was strange territory to me at first.  Wal-mart, Harris Teeter, Walgreen’s, Rite-Aide, my bank, and  host of other stores are nearby.
I am enjoying being able to call and talk to my friends and going out to lunch with them.

On the down side, though, I am freezing to death up here!  It is down in the 30’s at night.  I had to have the heat turned on the second day I was here.  I don’t have warm enough clothes to wear to church!  I’ll have to dispose of some of my Florida wardrobe.

They have something here called “The Shepherd’s Center.”  It is made up of retired men who volunteer to do all kinds of odd jobs in areas they are skilled in for people.  Last week a wonderful, very able 70-year old gentleman came out and worked from 10 a.m. til 4:30 p.m. installing deadbolt locks, handles on cabinets, and other jobs I needed doing.  They don’t charge either!  I was so grateful.

I have one request.  Would you please put my best friend’s husband, Pete Greene and his wife, Mary Jane on your prayer list?  He is dying of pancreatic caner.  The radiation did not help.  Also, my husband’s nephew, his brother’s son, Tony Thornton.  He is 41 years old and had a major stroke about three weeks ago.  He cannot speak or move his right side.  He and  his wife have four children, two under the age of six.  It is a sad situation for them.

Well, I’d better close or this will take up the whole Tower Bells.  I’d love to hear from any of you.  My new address is:  1130 Longbrook Drive, Charlotte, NC  28270.        Merry Christmas!     Marion Thornton
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NOTE FROM REV. SID MCCOLLUM & JENNIE REGARDING THEIR TRIP TO AFRICA
Dear Friends in Christ at First Palatka,


Last Tuesday (11/27/07) we arrived back to Florida after an awesome trip to see son Dave and family in Swaziland, Africa.  Your generosity contributed to making the trip possible, and we want to extend our grateful thanks.  


It was wonderful to be in their world for almost 2 weeks.  Dave, Amy, Molly (3 years old) and baby Lainey (5 weeks old) are thriving in beautiful Mbabane, Swaziland.  They call the area “little Switzerland.”  It’s 4500’ above sea level beautifully mountainous.  Dave drove us to many parts of the country—far more trips than we expected with a newborn in the house.  We were literally blown away by the beauty we saw.  


As in any country there are layers.  One layer is the outstanding physical beauty, but right behind it is the extreme poverty, the epidemic of HIV/AIDS, and therefore many orphans.  


We had a traditional US Thanksgiving dinner with all the American doctors from the clinic.  We visited the clinic where they work.  It’s a handsome, well-supplied facility that treats HIV positive children and parents.  There are deaths, but many more positive situations where children, especially, go from being very sick to feeling normal because of the medications they receive from the clinic.  


Dave has become “Mr. Outdoorsman.”  Dallas didn’t encourage that, but in Mbabane it’s hard to stay indoors.  He runs 3-4 times a week, rides a mountain bike, swims laps, and plays Ultimate Frisbee most Sunday afternoons.  He is now at his high school weight!  


It was a great delight to see our grown son operating as husband, father, doctor, and chief cook.  They have a huge rosemary bush outside their home.  He is excited, he says, because he likes to use that herb in a lot of his dishes.  We think to ourselves, “How does he know about rosemary?  We know he didn’t learn it from us!”  


The first Sunday Dave and Amy were in Africa a year ago, they went to the Mbabane Chapel, and they knew they had found their church home.  We were able to be there 2 Sundays.  The church consists of about 2/3 Swazis and 1/3 expatriates.  The last Sunday we were there, Lainey was dedicated.  It was so special to be there for that.  That Sunday also coincided with our 40th wedding anniversary.  That was quite a day.  


One of Jennie’s favorite days was going with Dave to his weekly rural clinic about an hour outside Mbabane with his translator.  Just traveling in the car was very interesting between the scenery, cows and goats by the side—and sometimes in—the road, people walking, especially children in their school uniforms going to school.   We did go to a game park and see animals.  We ate out once and had all African dishes that were grown locally.  

The one down side of the trip was that Molly got a virus and had fever for 5 days.  She wasn’t too interested in anyone except Mom and Dad.  We were sorry for her, and for ourselves not to have more bonding time with her.  On the positive side, she goes to a Montessori school for half of the day and loves it.  

Lainey is beautiful and growing.  Amy is enjoying being home with her girls.  She returns to work sometime in January.  

Finally, very good friends of Dave and Amy, Carolyn and Richard Pittman joined the clinic in August and live right next door.  The Pittmans’ two children and Molly have great fun rolling around in the green grass that separates the houses.  No fire ants in Mbabane!  Thanks for your contribution to our trip of a lifetime.

Warmly in Christ, Jennie and Sid McCollum
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We will resume cropping in Westminster Hall beginning on January 19, 2008 at 9 a.m.  The reason we are not doing the last Saturday in January is because Mary Jo Perry is having her winter fest at the high school on January 25 and 26 and some of us can't be both places at once.

 

Our crop dates for February, March and April will be the last Saturday of the month 9 a.m. –  4 p.m.

 

Hope to see all of you start the new year off with great cropping!

_______________________________________________________________________________________

[image: image15.wmf]FREE ICEMAKER!  

We had a new icemaker purchased for the church and we have the old one that we will donate for free.  It does need some repair.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 328-1435.

[image: image43.wmf]_______________________________________________________________________________________

KITCHEN TOWELSNEEDED:  Kitchen dish towels are needed for The Bread of Life Soup Kitchen.  They can be gently used or new.  You can bring them to the church office and Barbara Dix will then take them down to the Soup Kitchen. 
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OFFICE PHONE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
More phone volunteers are needed to man the front office.  If you can help from 9am to 12 Noon or from 1 pm to 4 pm, please call Carol at the Church Office at 328-1435.  We also need more substitutes that can be on a standby basis when a regular volunteer may get sick or have doctor’s appointments, etc.  
[image: image18.jpg]2008 & chedule

This coming year we have seven (7) shows scheduled. We have
purchased twelve (12) Season Tickets. Each Season Ticket (7
shows) will cost $220.00. That is about $31.45 per show/lunch. If
you are interested in attending the Dinner Theater with us in
2008, please call Sharon Driggers at: 325-0569.

Shows and Dates

1. BREAKING UP IS HARD TO DO anuary 5, 2008

2. COMPANY February 23, 2008
3. JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR April 19, 2008

4. SOUND OF MUSIC June 14, 2008

5. LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS August 9, 2008

6. MOON OVER BUFFALO September 13, 2008
7. GEORGE M. October 18, 2008

Remember, we take the church bus to the theater, have a really nice lunch and
watch a good show. We have great table locations and the camaraderie is
“priceless”. Just ask the people who have been going year after year.
Please consider joining us this year.

o /
X Aot/
Sharon Driggers
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          MAKING A DIFFERENCE
            through 

     The Evangelism/Outreach/Service Committee

Christian Service Center - Open House celebrating 15th Anniversary!

on

Saturday, January 19th

********************************************************************************************************

[image: image19.wmf]Heart of Putnam Food Pantry

       2 freezers donated - Thanks!  Thanks!

Since end of August and becoming "Heart of Putnam Food Pantry," we have had $2,021. donated through Nov.

We have spent $1650.07 for a balance of $371.72.  We continue to have others joining us in this endeavor to help feed those in need of assistance.  Ron just shared our needs with the Never Grow Old group at St. John's Ave. Baptist Church and they are partnering with us.  
We helped feed 524 people in October.  Thanks for the Thanksgiving food baskets.  Our Youth did a wonderful job of putting them together and helped deliver some of them.

Donations NEEDED:  P-nut Butter, Spaghetti Sauce

Don't forget to bring 1st Sunday of Month

**********************************************************************************************
[image: image20.wmf]Soldier of the Month 
Cpt. Robert W. Wolfenden

Alpha Co 1st BSTB

10th MTN Div FOB Warrior

APO AE 09338

Robert (Sandra and Bunky Roberts' nephew) is the son of Dr. & Mrs. John W. Wolfenden.  He is stationed in Iraq and we want to keep him in our prayers.  Please send a card and let him know how much we appreciate his service to our country.  We will be sending a package to him so donate some practical items as well as goodies.

______________________________________________________________________________

[image: image21.wmf]Don't Forget!
Christmas Joy Offering will be taken on December 23-24, 2007
Thought for Today:  We serve with enthusiasm when we love with sincerity. (Hannah More)

________________________________________________________________________________

ADVENT PROGRAMS (Continue)         
4th Sunday of Advent
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Sunday, December 23rd, 7 p.m.

Community Sing-A-Long Service (with your favorite Christmas songs)                        A Reception will follow the program
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Monday, December 24th – Christmas Eve

3 Candlelight Services – 
5 p.m. – Geared to Children and families

7 p.m. – Traditional Service with the Chancel Choir

11 p.m. – Candlelight Service with Communion
(This will be a quieter service where we will tell the Christmas Story

through Lessons, Lights and Carols)
______________________________________________________

NOTE FROM EVANGELISM COMMITTEE:  
“Joy to the World”
Our Savior Is Born
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         Spread the Love of Christ!
         E-V-A-N-G-E-L-I-Z-E!  
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                         “PASSION” SERVICE 

       Saturday, January 6th, 2008 at 6:00p.m. in the church sanctuary.
This is a youth-led service.  Come and see what a great job are youth are doing
YOUTH  5:17 SR High SKI TRIP
[image: image29.png]



5:17 SKI TRIP, JANUARY 18-21, 2008.  Cost:  $150.  A deposit of $50.00 is due by December 18th to secure your spot.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Phil.

_____________________________________________________________________________
[image: image30.wmf]  NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:
The PW Bible Moderators will meet on Tuesday, January 8th at 9:30 a.m. and the Coordinating Team will meet at 9:45 a.m. in Westminster Hall.  Circles 1-4 will meet at various places on Tuesday, January 15th.   Circle 5 will meet on Monday, January 14th at 7:00 p.m. at Jeannine O’Connor’s home. The Gathering Luncheon will meet on Tuesday, January 22nd at 11:30 a.m. with Circle 2 as Hostess. 
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO:
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 Wally Stembler & family in the death of his father, Wallace P. Stembler, Sr.  11/14/07.

  Preston Watkins & family in the death of his mother, Hazel Watkins on 11/22/07.

[image: image31.wmf][image: image32.wmf]Senior Adult Ministry 
Well here it is the end of another year, this time 2007 and we’ve grown a year older.

There is an old saying that I think we Senior Adults can certainly relate to: “Life is what happens when we’ve made other plans”. 
I think that SAM has had another good year with good fellowship, good programs, and of course “great” food.

As we have done in the past, we will have no December luncheon. Things get busy and people will be traveling. So our next Luncheon will be January 30th. 

As we look forward to our next SAM Coordinating Team meeting January 14th, and our next Luncheon on Wednesday January 30th, there is some things we would like you keep in your thoughts and prayers: 

1. We would like you think about how you might become a part of the SAM Coordinating Team. You could help in the “planning”, “preparation”. “setting-up”, “serving”, or “cleaning up”. These activities are also present another good chance for fellowship and for getting to know one another better.             

2. When we finish up this SAM season in April, we will need a new “Head Cook” and some assistants. Rusti has been admirably and faithfully filling that position for a while. If you are at all interested, please contact Rusti, or Carol Vinson in the Church Office. 

The SAM Coordinating Team wishes each and over one of you a very Merry and meaningful Christmas (don’t forget the Advent Services) and a Happy New Year.  May God Bless you one and all.

P.S. Don’t forget the “Florida Museum of Natural History, Butterfly Rain Forest”

Trip on January 16th. Call Charlotte Hornback at 325-0649 to make reservations.
________________________________________________________________________________________
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FINANCIAL UPDATE:
  ROOF FUND: (Receipts thru 12/09/07)                         Budget Needs To Date:      $321,283.38

                                                                                             (As of November 30, 2007)
  Amount Needed:                   $44,464.00                          

    Reserve for Bldg Repairs:        7,000.00                       Budget Receipts To Date:  $268,918.87                                                                                      
                                                                                           (As November 30, 2007)

  Pledges Amounts still owed:   2,279.00

  Amount Still Needed             $      -0-

  (Once pledges are met the roof will be paid off)

______________________________________________________________________________
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                            NEXT TOWER BELLS *DEADLINE IS:

*January 10th to receive articles –



1     Bill Perry

       Jacqueline Beede Kinard  
2 Mary McGurk

3 Katherine (Mrs. K.W.) Major
Helen Thigpen

Ken Mahaffey

Meridian Jordan

4 Robert Smith

       Jim Parrish
7     Miriam Stokes

       Dorothy Morden

       Lakesha* Brooks

       Cheryl Watkins

         Tim Towne

10    Kyle Bryan

[image: image48.wmf]14    Gene Stokes

        Bernice* Trotman

        Sade Anderson

15    Priscilla Kilgore

        Polly Perry

        Jackie Whitaker

        Joshua Elder

        Marsha Livingstone

        Joshua Thompson

16    Joel Hutchinson

18    Robert, Sr. Browning
        Carolyn* Hornung

        Pete Gstohl

19    Charlies Kilgore

        Natalie Ragan

20    Kay Powell

 21   Sandra Nadenik

        Marcia Vangunten

22    Kenneth Perry

        Nancy Driggers

23    Raymond L* Hibbs

24    Patricia Smith

        Cora Lee Higginbotham

        Debbie Towne

        Christy Largacci

        Ashton Kenyon

        Randy* Braddy

        Dana* Ennis

25    Tom Stone-Erdman

        Ken Chappell

        Fran* Plant

        Joseph Perry

26    Caitlin Benson

30    Rick Sunday

31    Tom Barr
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                                      Monthly Planner
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2
3
4
5
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Church Office

Closed
NO LOGOS
8:00 PM AA Mtg.

in Basement

9:30 AM Quilting in W. Hall
8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement

6:00 PM PASSION
(Youth-led

Praise Service)
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM S.S.

11:00 AM Worship

COMMUNION
12:30-2 PM

Youth Council 
8:00 PM AA Mtg 

in Basement

12:00 PM Prayer
Study Group

6:00 PM

Christian Ed. Meeting in the

Basement

6:00 PM-Cub Sct.

In W. Hall

7:00 PM Boy Sct.

In W. Hall
7 AM Men’s Bkfst
8:30 AM Staff

9:30 AM Bib. Mod
9:45 AM Coord T.

4:30 PM Bell Chr

5:30 PM 3 for Him

5:30 PM  Bldg/Gr
6:00 PM Youth C.

6:30 PM Deacons 

7:00 PM Session
4:15 PM LOGOS 
7:00 PM 5:17 Sr. High Youth Bible

Study

7:00 PM

Chancel Choir

8:00 PM AA Mtg in Basement
7:00 AM Prayer
1:30 PM Bridge

9:30 AM Ladies

Bib. St. in W. Hall

6:30 PM Men’s
Bible Study

7 PM Scout Roundup in WHall

7:00 PM ALANON
9:30 AM Quilting in W. Hall

7:30 PM MHYouth Cosmic
Bowling

8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
10AM-1 PM
Fla. Gourd Society meets in

W.Hall 2nd Sat of each month
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM S.S.

11:00 AM Worship

12-2PM SHY 

P Groups

2-3PM Praise Practice
8:00 PM  AA Mtg

11-12:30PM-SHY

Lunch w/Pastor Phil

12:00 PM Prayer
Study Group

6:00 PM Cub Sct

in W. Hall

7:00 PM Boy Sct

in W. Hall

7:00 PM Cir 5
7 AM Men’s Bkfst
8:30 AM  Staff

9:45 AM  Cir. 1-4
4:30 PM Bell Chr

5:30 PM 3 for Him

4:15 PM LOGOS
7:00 PM 5:17 Sr

High Youth Bible Study

7:00 PM Chancel

Choir

8:00 PM AA Mtg in Basement
7:00 AM Prayer
1:30 PM Bridge

9:30 AM Ladies

Bible St in W. Hall

6:30 PM Ladies 

Bible St in W. Hall

6:30 PM MEN’s

Bible Study in W. Hall

7:00 PM ALANON
9:30 AM Quilting in W. Hall

SR HI SKI TRIP
JAN 18-21, 2008

8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
9AM-4 PM Cropping in W. Hall
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM S.S.

11:00 AM Worship

12-2 PM MHY
P-Groups
8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement

12:00 PM Prayer
Study Group

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY
7 AM Men’s Bkfst.
8:30 AM Staff

11:30 AM PW Luncheon
4:15 PM LOGOS

7:00 PM 5:17 Sr

High Youth Bible

Study

7:00 PM Chancel

Choir

8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
7:00 AM Prayer
9:30 AM Ladies

Bib. St. in W. Hall

1:30 PM Bridge

6:30 PM Men’s Bible Study

7:00 PM ALANON
9:30 AM Quilting in W. Hall

8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
Gleaning the
Farm Fields

8AM-Noon
ALL YOUTH
27
28
29
30
31
8:30 AM Worship
9:45 AM S.S.

11:00 AM Worship

2-3 PM Praise
Practice
8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
12:00 PM Prayer
Study Group

4:15 PM LOGOS

7:00 PM 5:17 Sr

High Youth Bible

Study

7:00 PM Chancel

Choir

8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
7:00 AM Prayer
1:30 PM Bridge

7:00 PM ALANON
8:00 PM AA Mtg

in Basement
Tower Bells is published monthly by:
First Presbyterian Church of Palatka, Florida

Rev. Robert A. Scott – Pastor

Rev. Phillip A. Hagen – Associate Pastor

Rev. John M. Miles – Pastor of Visitation

Kenneth W. Chappell – Organist-Choirmaster

Carol Vinson – Administrative Assistant

Paul Mishanetz – Sexton

Dave Trout – Treasurer 

Church Office Hours:  M-F, 8:30 a.m. – Noon, 1:00 – 5:00 p.m.

386-328-1435 – Office Phone 

386-328-9778 – Fax

Website:  www.fpcpalatka.com
E-mail:  officefpp@bellsouth.net
Worship at 8:30, 11:00 a.m.; Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.

First Presbyterian Church

123 South Second Street

Palatka, Florida 32177
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DATED MATERIAL (12/18/07) – DO NOT DELAY! 
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