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WHAT IS ñADVENT?ò 
Happy New Year!  Ok, Iôm a little bit earlyébut not as early as you might think.  For Christians there are two ways of 

marking time.  There is the secular calendar measured in days, weeks, and months, and with special holidays, such as 

New Yearôs Day (January 1st).  But for the Christian, there is also the churchôs calendar, and it too has ordinary and 

special times.  The Church Year begins with a special season called Advent ï beginning this year on Sunday, Novem-

ber 27th  and concluding on December 24th, Christmas Eve.  Advent is a four week season that leads up to the celebra-

tion of Christmas, and like our secular New Yearôs Day observance,  the season of Advent is a time for looking both 

backward and forward.  The word ñAdventò means ñcoming,ò or ñarrival,ò and during this time we look back at the 

first coming of Christ as the Babe born in Bethlehem; but Advent is also a time for us as the church of Jesus Christ to 

look forward to his ñSecond Comingò at the completion of the age.  It is this double focus that makes Advent a time of 

reflection and preparation, for us as a people who live ñbetween-the-times.ò 

 

For us as a church we will observe Advent in a variety of ways.  Just as you decorate your house for Christmas, so too 

we will decorate ñour house,ò the church!  On Tuesday, November 22nd the Presbyterian Women, will celebrate the 

ñhanging of the greensò as they decorate the Chrismon Tree in our sanctuary.  No, thatôs not a misspelling!  The 

word Chrismon stands for ñChrist monograms,ò and each of these white and gold symbols stands for Jesus Christ ï 

crosses, lambs, fish, doves, etc.  A booklet explaining the meaning of each Chrismon may be found in your church 

pew. 

 

One of our favorite Advent traditions is the Lighting of the Advent Candles.  Each Sunday during the season of Ad-

vent we will light one more candle on the Advent wreath, signifying that the light of God ï Jesus Christ ï is drawing 

ever closer, until on Christmas Eve all the candles are finally lit.  The traditional colors of Advent, and the Advent 

wreath, are purple and pink, which symbolize our Saviorôs royalty (purple) and the joy we have at his coming (pink).  

On Christmas Eve we light the center (white) candle ï the Christ Candle, as we recognize that Jesus Christ, who is the 

center of our lives, has arrived! 

 

My Advent Sermon Series this year will focus on the prophecies from Isaiah about the coming Messiah.  That when 

the Messiah comes: There will be Light (Isaiah 2:1-5); There will be Peace (Isaiah 11:1-9); There will be Singing/Joy 

(Isaiah 35:1-10); That God will be With Us (Isaiah 7:10-16); and, finally, That a Child will be Born (9:20-7).  I hope 

you will join us each Sunday of Advent as we joyfully prepare to meet our Savior as He is born, once again, into our 

hearts and lives. 
 

In addition to our Sunday services, we have a variety of other opportunities for you to deepen and grow in your faith 

this Advent season.  For instance, I will be leading an Advent Bible Study on Thursday nights entitled ñChristmas: 

The Real Story!ò   (As Paul Harvey might say, ñYou know the storyénow youôll hear the rest of the story!)  For in-

stance, weôll examine what was going on in the Holy Land prior to, and at the time of, the birth of Jesus; who was 

King Herod, and why did he want the baby Jesus  dead; where was Jesus really born (surprise: the story never men-

tions a stable and an innkeeper!); what is significant about the fact that shepherds were the first to be told about Jesusô 

Birth; who were the wise men; and what does all of this have to say to us today?  This class is open to all, so if  youôre 
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interested in knowing more, then join us for this four-week class beginning on Thursday, December 1st.  We will meet 

weekly from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Garden Room in Westminster Hall (study books are limited). 

 

Other activities include: 

 

A Messiah Sing-Along and Cookie Reception on Sunday, December 4th at 5 p.m.  This is the second year we have 

hosted this community event (sponsored by the River City Players).  The Messiah, composed by George Fredrick Handel 

in 1741, is undoubtedly the best known and most widely performed choral work in the world!  This majestic, sweeping 

piece tells the story of our Redeemerôs birth, death and resurrection in song.  You donôt have to be a great singer to par-

ticipate (did you know that Handel wrote his Messiah for ñmodest voicesò?)  Members of our own musical department, as 

well as other singers and musicians from the community, will help lead this hour-long event.  So, come out, give it a go, 

or simply enjoy the grandeur of the music.  Following the sing-along, there will be a cookie reception in Westminster 

Hall. 

 

Advent/Christmas Craft Night and Chili Supper on Wednesday, December 7
th

 .  An opportunity for the children of 

the church to make ornaments and decorations, and for everyone to enjoy a chili and soup supper!  Dinner begins at 5:30 

p.m., with the Christmas crafts to follow. 

 

Our Christmas Cantata and Reception is scheduled for Sunday, December 11th, at 6:00 p.m.  For most of us, the 

Chancel Choirôs Christmas Cantata is the highlight of the season.  For more information about this yearôs cantata, ñLight 

Looked Down,ò see Adam Georgeôs column.  Following the cantata, the Fellowship Committee hosts a fantastic reception 

which you donôt want to miss!  Let me encourage you to come AND to invite a friend for this eveningôs activities! 

 

Our children and youth (and any adults who would like to attend) will go Christmas Caroling on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 14th.  Weôll leave the church at 5:30 p.m. promptly, to carol at the homes of some of our members and/or area nursing 

homes.  Weôll finish up our evening with a Pizza Party out at the Villa Farms activity center.  If you would like the kids to 

come by your house, please let the church office know as soon as possible. 

 

Our Christmas Family Dinner and Hymn-Sing is set for Sunday, December 18th at 5:00 p.m.   This Christmas Party 

is a time for the church family to get together for a Potluck Dinner, and afterwards weôll gather around the piano and sing 

the Christmas carols we all know and love! 

 

Our Advent preparations will conclude with two Christmas Eve Services on Saturday, December 24th.    

Come celebrate the night of our dear Saviorôs birth at either our 6:00 p.m.  (early) service or our 11:00 p.m. (late) service.  

The choir will sing at the early service, and communion will be celebrated at the late service ï both services will conclude 

with a candle-lighting ceremony. 

 

This year, Christmas Day falls on a Sunday.  Because Christmas morning is a time for many of us to be with our fami-

lies, we have decided to cancel our First Service (8:30 a.m.) and Sunday School (9:45 a.m.), but then we will gather to-

gether as a Church Family to celebrate the birthday of our Lord at our 11:00 a.m. worship service! 

 

And because Christmas is a time of giving, and because Jesus said, ñWhenever you did this for the least of these, you did 

it unto meò (Matthew 25:40), we will take up a Special Offering for the Heart of Putnam Food Pantry, as a way of giving 

to Christ as we give to those in need. 

 

I sincerely hope these worship services, special activities, and opportunities for giving will enrich and deepen your faith 

this Advent and Christmas Season, so that we might say in the words of the Christmas hymn:  ñO holy child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today!ò 

 

 

   -- Pastor Bob 
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I would like to take a moment to invite everyone to join us for ñAn Incredibly Mu-

sical December!ò  Thatôs technically not what we are calling it but thatôs what I 

think of when I look at my calendar for the month.   

2011 Sing - Along  
On Sunday, December 4th at 5pm, 

the community is invited to FPC for 

the ñMessiah Sing-Along!ò  To me, 

Christmas just isnôt Christmas if I 

donôt get to hear ñFor The Glory Of 

The Lordò at least once! 

Come on out on Sunday, 

December 18th for the church 

wide Potluck & Hymn Sing in Westminster 

Hall.  Weôll have our favorite Christmas Carols & 

Songs and some wonderful food to be enjoyed by all! 

Something Iôm VERY excited about is 

our annual Christmas Cantata which will 

be presented this year on Sunday, Decem-

ber 11th at 6pm.  ñLight Looked Downò 

is filled with reflective narrations and a 

moving mix of traditional and new musi-

cal numbers that are sure to stay with you 

long after the last night has been sung. 

See?...I told you itôs going to be ñAn Incredibly Musical December!ò  I canôt wait 

to see you there! 

Be Blessed! 

-Bro. Adam 
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 BOB SMITH REMEMBERED ON SUNDAY, NOV. 6, 2011 

 

A Plaque was presented to Paul Smith (on the left ) and Tim Smith (in the mid-

dle) with Paul Mishanetz (on the right) holding the plaque on Sunday, Novem-

ōŜǊ сΣ нлмм ό!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅύΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ .ƻō {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 

working with the Boy Scouts and for  all of the projects that we worked on 

around the church. 
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UPCOMING ADVENT SEASON  
EVENTS AT FPC 

 

1st Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, November 27, 2011  at 6:00 pm  

Prayer & Praise Service in Westminster Hall  
 

                  2nd Sunday of Advent  
                       Sunday, December 4th -  5:00 pm  
                    ñMessiah Sing-A-Longò in FPC Sanctuary 

 
Wednesday, December 8th  -  Friends Wednesday  

ñChristmas Craft Fair and Chili Supper in W. Hall at 5:30 pm 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent  
Sunday, December 11th -  6:00 pm - CANTATA -   

ñLight Looked Downò with a reception to follow the  
program in Westminster Hall.  

 
Wednesday, December 15th -  Friends Wednesday - ñChristmas 

Caroling & Pizza Party beginning at the church at 5:30 pm  
 

                    4th Sunday of Advent  
                      Sunday, December 19th -  5:00 pm  

             ñChristmas Family Dinner & Hymn Singò 
 
Saturday, December 24th -  ñChristmas Eveò  with 2 Services 
   6:00 pm - Family & Traditional  with the Choir  
        11:00 pm - Lessons & Carols with Communion  

 
Sunday, December 25th -  Only 1 Service at 11:00 pm  

There will be no Sunday School Hour on Christmas Day.  
 

Sunday, January 1st -  New Yearôs Day Communion Service with 
8:30 & 11 am service and Sunday School Hour at 9:45 am.  

Guest Preacher:  Rev. Chuck DeVane  
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    PICTURES FROM ñSWAMPFESTò - Community Outreach Event 

Saturday, October 29, 2011 


