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PASTORAL PERSPECTIVE

WHAT IS AADVENT?O0
Happy New YearlOk, | 6 m a | ittle bit earl yébut not as ea
marking time. There is the secular calendar measured in days, weeks, and months, and with special holidg
New Yeardos Day (Batmufaory tthe Christian, there is
special times.The Church Year begins with a special season called Advesginning this year on Sunday, Nove

ber 27" and concluding on December™®4Christmas Eve. Advent is a four week season that leads up to the ¢
tion of Chri st mas, and | i ke our secul ar New Year
backward and forward. The word fAAdvent oo means f

first coming of Christ as the Babe born in Bethlehem; but Advent is also a time for us as the church of Jesu
|l ook forward to his fiSecond Comingo at the compl
reflection and preparati onthetfiomesusdt as a peopl e w

For us as a church we will observe Advent in a variety of ways. Just as you decorate your house for Christn
we wi || decorate fAour house, 0"thelPesbytehian Wonmeh, will d@labrafe
Ahanging of the gtheCGhrismnan Teesi nt hoeuyr dseacnocrtautaer y . No,
word Chrismonstands fofi Chr i st maml each d timese white and gold symbols stands for JesusiC
crosses, lambs, fish, doves, etc. A booklet explaining the meaning of each Chrismon may be found in yg
pew.

One of our favorite Advent traditionstise Lighting of the Advent Candles. Each Sunday during the season of
vent we will light one more candle on the Advent wreath, signifying that the light off Gedus Chrisi is drawing
ever closer, until on Christmas Eve all the candles are finally lit. The traditional colors of Advent, and the
wreat h, are purple and pink, which symbolize our
On Christmas Eve we light the center (white) cafidlee Christ Candle, as we recognize that Jesus Christ, who
center of our lives, has arrived!

My Advent Sermon Serieghis year will focus on the prophecies from Isaiah about the coming Messiah. Tha
the Messiah comes: There will higght (Isaiah 2:15); There will bePeace(lsaiah 11:19); There will beSinging/Joy
(Isaiah 35:110); ThatGod will be With Us (Isaiah 7:1016); and, finally, Thaa Child will be Born (9:20-7). | hops
you will join us each Sunday of Advent as we joyfully prepare to meet our Savior as He is born, once again
hearts and lives.

In addition to our Sunday services, we have a variety of other opportunities for you to deepen and grow in
this Advent season. For instance, | will be leadinghdwent Bible Study on Thursday nights entitledl Ch r i
TheRealSt o r ¢As Baul Harvey mightsay iYou know t he storyénow Fgrony
stance, wedl |l examine what was going on in the

King Herod, and why did he want the baby Jesus dead; where was Jesus really born (surprise: the story
tions a stable and an innkeeper!); what is sighni
Birth; who were the wise men; and what does al |l

(continued inside)
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PASTORAL PERSPECTIVE (Continued)

interested in knowing more, then join us for this fawgek class beginning on Thursday, Decemiser We will meet
weekly from 6:007:30 p.m. in the Garden Room in Westminster Hall (study books are limited).

Other activities include:

A Messiah SingAlong and Cookie Reception on Sunday, Decembef’4at 5 p.m. This is the second year we h3
hosted this community event (sponsored by the River City Players). The Messiah, composed by George Fred
in 1741, is undoubtedly the best known and most widely performed choral work in the world! This majestic, 9
piece tells the story of our Redeemero6s birth, de
ticipate (did you know that Handel wrote his Mess
well as other singers and musicians from the community, will help lead thiddmguevent. So, come out, give it a
or simply enjoy the grandeur of the music. Following the-gilbgg, there will be a cookie reception in Westmin
Hall.

Advent/Christmas Craft Night and Chili Supper on Wednesday, December®7. An opportunity for the children ¢
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the church to make ornaments and decorations, and for everyone to enjoy a chili and soup supper! Dinneb:B8gins at

p.m., with the Christmas crafts to follow.

Our Christmas Cantata and Reception is scheduled for Sunday, December®,1at 6:00 p.m. For most of us, th
Chancel Choirdos Christmas Cantata is the highligh
Looked Down, 0 see Adam Georgeb6s col umn. Fol |l owi n
which you dondt want t o miANBt!o iLnevti tnee ae nfcroiuernadg ef oyr(

Our children and youth (and any adults who would like to attemd)l go Christmas Caroling on Wednesday, Decen
ber 14". We 6 | | | e av &:3a ptmepromiitly 1o calol abdthe homes of some of our members and/or area 1
homes. Wedl |l finish up our evening with a Pizza
come by your house, please let the church office ka®®oon as possible

Our Christmas Family Dinner and Hymn-Sing is set for Sunday, December ¥8at 5:00 p.m. This Christmas Part
is a time for the church family to get together f
the Christmas carols we all know and love!

Our Advent preparations will conclude with two Christmas Eve Services on Saturday, December®4

Come celebrate the night 0600p.m.(early)sevice @ akliO®p.nd(lste) Bervicd,

The choir will sing at the early service, and communion will be celebrated at the late Bdrwtheservices will conclug
with a candldighting ceremony.

This year, Christmas Day falls on a SundayBecause Christmas morning is a time for many of us to be with our
lies, we have decided to cancel our First Service (8:30 a.m.) and Sunday School (9:45 a.m.), but then we will
gether as a Church Family ¢elebrate the birthday of our Lord at our 11:00 a.m. worship service!

And because Christmas is a time of giving, and because Jesus ¥dlde never you did this
it unto meo waillttakehup sBpelidh Offéring faor the Heart of Putnam Food Pantry, as a way of g
to Christ as we give to those in need.

| sincerely hope these worship services, special activities, and opportunities for giving will enrich and deepen

this Advent and Christmas Season, so that we might say in the words of the Christmagifmmh ol y c hi |
descend to us, we pray,; cast out our sin, and ent g

-- Pastor Bob
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I would | i ke to take a moment t o I n
si cal December! o That 6s technicall
think of when I look at my calendar for the month.

v
Y

On Sunday, December 4th at 5pm,
the community is invited to FPC for
t he @A MesAl amg!Sd ng

Christmas | ust S
dondt get to hear
The Lordo at | east

Somet hing | 6m VERY
our annual Christmas Cantata which wil
be presented this year on Sunday, Dece

ber 11th at 6pm. [ Do
is filled with reflective narrations and a =
moving mix of traditional and new musi- 3
cal numbers that are sure to stay with you
long after the last night has been sung.
Marry py
il
\ Come on out on Sunday,
December 18th for the church
wide Potluck & Hymn Sing in Westminster
Hal | . We 61| | have our f

Songs and some wonderful food to be enjoyed by all!

See?...1 told you itodéos going to be i

to see you there!
Be Blessed!

-Bro. Adam
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BOB SMITH REMEMBERED ON SUNDAY, NOV. 6} 20

A Plaque was presented to Paul Smith (on the left ) and Tim Smith (in the mjd-

dle) with Paul Mishanetz (on the right) holding the plaque on Sunday, Novem-
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working with the Boy Scouts and for all of the projects that we worked on

around the church.
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UPCOMING ADVENT SEASON
EVENTS AT FPC

1st Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 27, 2011 at 6:00 pm
Prayer & Praise Service in Westminster Hall

2nd Sunday of Advent

@ Sunday, December 4th - 5:00 pm
‘ AMessi abhA-lISamgo i n FPC Sanct
r~" ot W
Wednesday, December 8th - Friends Wednesday LA
AChristmas Craft Fair and Chil i = pp

3rd Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 11th - 6:00 pm - CANTATA -
ALIight Looked Downo with a rec:ée
program in Westminster Hall.

Wednesday, December 15th - Friends Wednesday -AChr i st ma
Caroling & Pizza Party beginning at the church at 5:30 pm

4th Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 19th - 5:00 pm
AChristmas Family Di

Saturday, December24th -AChr i st mas Eveo Wi |
6:00 pm - Family & Traditional with the Choir
11:00 pm - Lessons & Carols with Communion

ﬁ;ﬁ\ Sunday, December 25th - Only 1 Service at 11:00 pm
There will be no Sunday School Hour on Christmas Day.

Sunday, January1st -New Year 6s Day Communi on
8:30 & 11 am service and Sunday School Hour at 9:45 am.
Guest Preacher: Rev. Chuck DeVane



PI CTURES FROM i SWommuil ®idtreach Event
Saturday, October 29, 2011




