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     For a baseball fan, one of the great benefits to living in Florida is getting to go to Spring Training games! 

After a long, cold winter, the ñBoys of Summerò begin to get ready for the season ahead by flocking to Florida to work 

out, hone their skills, and work on the fundamentals until they become second nature.   Even the best athletes canôt roll 

off the couch and be ready to play (ok, ok, maybe Albert Pujols can, but most mere mortals canôt); even the best ball-

players need a time of ñgetting back to the basicsò in order to be able to compete at the highest level, and thatôs what 

Spring Training is all about. 

 

     But what does any of that have to do with the Church?  Well, I like to think of the season of Lent as ñSpring Train-

ingò for the Christian faith.  In fact, the word ñLentò comes from an old English word which means to ñlengthen,ò and 

refers to the lengthening of the days during the season of Spring ï so there you have it, Lent is ñChristian Spring Train-

ing!ò 

 

     Lent is a time for us to brush up on the fundamentals of the faith.  And that is exactly what weôre focusing on this 

year.  Weôre working our way through the Beatitudes of Jesus (found in Matthew 5:1-12).  Did you realize that the 

Beatitudes are the very first words of instruction (i.e. training) that Jesus gave to his newly-formed team of disciples?  

Clearly, these words are basic and fundamental to what it means to be a follower of Christ. 

 

     During the month of March weôve examined the first three Beatitudes, which are foundational for relating to God:  

A disciple must be humble (poor in spirit), repentant (mourn our sin), and yielding (meek).   During the month of 

April, the focus in the Beatitudes begins to switch from our relationship with God, to the ways we are called to relate 

to others.  Here is our schedule for April: 

 

April 3rd  4th Sunday of Lent Matthew 5:1-6   The Blessed Longing 

April 10th  5th Sunday of Lent Matthew 5:1-7   The Quality of Mercy 

April 17th  Palm Sunday  Matthew 5:1-8   The Undivided Heart 

April 21st  Maundy Thursday Matthew 5:1-9   He is Our Peace 

April 24th  Easter Morning! Matthew 5:1-12   The Applause of Heaven 

 

     I hope you will join us for the rest of Spring Training here at First Presbyterian.  Even the best Christians need to 

brush up on the fundamentals of the faith from time-to-time! 

 

And let me take this opportunity to invite you to our 

special Maundy Thursday Dinner-Service, and of 

course, to our celebration of our Saviorôs resurrection 

On Easter morning!  This is a great time of the year, 

and I hope youôll be part of the team! 

    

                  -- Pastor Bob      

 

The ñScott Menò take in a Cardinals Spring Training 

Game.  Left to Right:   brother Greg, father Ron, Pastor 

Bob, and step-brother Steve. 
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 PALM SUNDAY - April 17th, 2011  
Services:  8:30 & 11 AM 

 

 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY - April  21st, 2011 
 Dinner in Westminster Hall at 6:00 PM  

and then we will have the Lordôs Supper after the meal in Westminster Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, April 24th 
 Resurrection of  our Lord & Savior 

8:30 & 11 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

2011 Wednesday Lenten Concert Series 
 

 
3rd Lenten Concert - March 30th 

Sharon Flatter 
 

4th Lenten Concert - April 6th 
άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘέΣ [ŀŘƛŜǎ 9ƴǎŜƳōƭŜ 

 
5th Lenten Concert - April 13th 

    Adam George 
 

    6th Lenten Concert - April 20th 
    Nancy Garrett & Melody Thompson 



 3 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
                  

 

 

 

  

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained 

angels without knowing it.   Hebrews 13:2 (NASB) 

 

 Hereôs a quick question for you...how many of you remember the 

show ñHighway to Heavenò?  I absolutely loved that show growing up...yes, I 

am a child of the eighties.  I loved watching Michael Landon and Victor 

French week after week play the parts of these unassuming characters that 

would wind up being an angel.  How about the other show from the nine-

tiesé ñTouched by an Angelò?  Monica, Tess, Gloria and Andrew week after 

week would touch the lives of others as they would personify an average 

member of society all the while they were actually angels. 
 

 Last week was an amazing weeké.simply due to the visit of a 

ñstrangerò named Charles.  I have never seen him before and so far, Iôve not 

come across anyone who recognized him by the description Iôve given.  I did 

not catch his last name...and now suspect he has none. 
 

 Charles stopped in and wanted to know if he could use our sanctuary 

to pray.  Iôm not about to tell someone that they canôt use our sanctuary to 

pray... however, I wasnôt going to just let someone Iôd never met before who was displaying what I thought to be a 

ñnervous-tickò wander around alone. 
 

 As we went in to the sanctuary, Charles sat down on the front pew and began to pray.  He prayed for this 

church, for itôs membership...those past, present and future...the staff and our families.  In the hour long conversation 

that followed, Charles began to tell me things and ask questions about myself and my family that there was no way 

possible he could have known...personal struggles as well as business struggles...NO WAY he could have known 

about theses things...unless he was truly sent by God. 
 

 He told me to let the church know that they need to not worry about things past but look to the future that God 

has for FPC, always keep their faith in Christ and to FINISH STRONG!  As he was leaving, he told me to ask Pastor 

Bob if he ever had eaten any ñwhite castle hamburgersò while he was at seminary.  Charles told me the area where his 

car was parked but there were no cars near Wattles Office Supply that looked like a visitor to our area.  I left Charles 

in our driveway and returned to the office.  When I reached the door, I turned to yell ñBye!ò one more time but he was 

gone...not to be found anywhere I looked. 
 

 The country music group ñALABAMAò had a song some years ago that went like this:  Oh I believe there are 

angels among us.  Sent down to us from somewhere up above.  They come to you and me in our darkest hours.  To 

show us how to live, to teach us how to give.  To guide us with the light of love. 
 

 I know some of you may play this off as a mere coincidence but I am one of ñthose peopleò who still believes 

that God can speak to us directly or indirectly in ANY way He so chooses...even through an angel named Charles.  

Yes, I do believe in angels...and I do believe that they are ever present. 
 

 Dear friends, PLEASE be careful of how you treat 

strangers...Iôm so thankful I followed the Holy Spiritôs guid-

ance...for if I had not, Iôd have never known the company of an 

angel. 
  

 Oh, and by the way, Pastor Bob and his seminary 

friends ate at White  Castle Hamburgers MANY times while in 

seminary! 

 

In Christ, 
 
 

Bro. Adam 
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YOUTH MINISTRY AT  
  FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of our  
Friends Wednesday Kids  
and Mi -Hi Kids at the  
Azalea Festival Parade  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Whose taking a  
          picture of who?  
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More pictures of the kids with their  
pink paper azalea blooms  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


