Volume 2, Issue 1

TOWER BELLS

First Presbyterian Churchd Palatka, Florida

i...dedicated to | ivingsiums tCh spir

PASTORAL PERSPECTIVE:
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to every\pody! This is the season for giving and receiving gifts, so | wanted
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The first is the new playgrounww
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literally falling apart, and we (th
Session) felt this was a necess
Ay@dSaldyYSyild Ay 2
tries. $13,000 was given spec
cally to this project by donors in t
church; and that amount, as pro
ised, was doubled with funds fro
the Noyes Trust (more on th
later). Ournew playground wal
installed this past weekend so co
down and check it out!

—

The second is a new church bus!

Our current church bus, as most

2F¥ e2dz 1y2eo2 KI a
older, high mileage vehicle (with
more than 250,000 miles on it),

and because of that it has be-
come more and more unreliable,

and the cost of maintaining it

has risen dramatically. For some
GAYS y2¢6 6SQ@S K
open for something that would
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found a used bus with only 20,000 miles on it, and still under factory warranty. The cost of this vehicle is §38,000
which is about half of what a new vehicle would cost, and we expect to be able to sell our current van for $8,000
12,000, bringing the final cost down even more. Like the playground, the Session felt a church bus is not a luxury, b
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pick up children and adults for Sunday school and worship. The money to purchase the bus is coming out of our ct
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(article continued on next page)


http://www.rainbowplay.com/index.php/swing-sets/package/super-king-kong-double-whammy-green-machine/

Third, we are installing new lighting in Westminster Hall'lWestminster Hall is a great facility, and it gets a
ton of use, but again we all know that the lighting inside is dim even during the daylight hours. This new
track lighting will brighten up the room, and give us greater flexibility. This project will cost $6,000 and will
be completed the week after Christmas.

How are all of these projects being paid for? They are made possible through two sources: your Gifts to th
recently concluded Capital Campaign, and also through the estate fund of Kathryn Noyes, who left a gene
ous gift to the church at the time of her death.

Earlier this year we knew we needed to replace 8anctuary Roofywhich was deteriorating rapidly. That
project was accomplished earlier this summer at a cost of approximately $7g@00t turned out greail

To pay for that, and to help fund other needed improvements, we had -maenth Capital Campaign, in
which the Session decided to match all donations from the congregation dottaollar out of the Noyes
Fund. We set a goal of $100,000 for the Capital Campaign, and though we fell short (we ended up raising
little more than $75,000), doubled, that comes to $150,000 for improvements; other projects are in various
stages on the drawing board.

LQY SEOAGSR Fo2dzi 6KFG 6SQ@S | 002YLIXE A&aKSR (KA& &
to saya ¢ K|y 1 Tharik gdd for your gifts of time, talent, and treasure, to the ministry of Jesus Christ in
this place. And may God richly bless us with opportunities for growth and service in 2011!

Yours in Christ,

-Pastor Bob



ADAMOS NOTES:

Hope everyone has had a wonderf ul end - t 6s
ment. | recently came across an interesting article by Teresa Lockhart Stricklen that |

I would share with you. It is titled i n
Lord knows | am not the most faithful r
times, for me to |l eave my work as a se Ity
rehearsal. After all, as a noenured faculty member, | should be writing more, reading

doing mor e. Besi des, |l 6m not even tha 5 o i ng
Al | Il really do is fil!l in the cracks with some vfol u

here on the planet in the first placéo praise and glorify God.

I sing in the choir because the music of praise and reflection grounds me even as it heavens me. The music gets dow
the cracks of my soul, and | find myself humming and reflecting on the words of the music we sang in choir eaflier in
the week. | clearly remember the beginning of my theologizing as being the time when, as-gdeasla | thought

about the meaning of ti@loriain excelsit hat | | earned as part of the weekl
church before | could even read. Through music, my body learned theology before my head did. So singing in the ch
is a spiritual di scipline that nurtures my spiritjual

music playing in the background of my consciousness sustains me, no matter what tragedy may befall.

The choir teaches wus all how to sing together even w
stake who still sang psalms of praise offered powerful testimony to the power of God that drew many to the Chyristian
faith. Singing in a choir therefore teaches us a form of resistance to the powers and principalities that seek to flestroy
like they did our Lord Jesus, whose music continues to ring forth in reverberations of resurrection. As Melva Costen h
reminded us, music is what helped civil rights protestors in the 1960s march straight into the writhing serpents |of fire
hoses and jaws of teebfaring dogs.

I sing in the choir because | know myself to be a me
end of the workday in a seminary community, where we
we come together as one body in music that unifies us. Partaking of the same spirit of the music, we breathe fogethet
one. Walls between us come crumbling down under the direction of a gracious choir director, the Rev. Georgg Tutwile
who, like Jesus, seeks people out and invites anyone who wants to come join the song. As we spend time together w
begin to tune ourselves to one another so that the sound is purer.

ltds in the choir that | experience the surprishk |of
of a musical voice that | have to share with all, and | hear the amplification of good news ringing through the chapel.
My meager musical talents are multiplied by my fellow sopranos who sing in my ear and help me get the noteg right. |
our seminary choir, student musicians are my teachers, reminding me of what it means to be a member of the body of
Christ where each person contributes according to gift. | help these students preach; they help me sing. Thergby, we
model Christian community as students, staff, and faculty lift voices as one in praise to THEE ONE.

| also sing in the choir because the choir provides a grand eschatological vision of what life in Christ is like; where we

sing not just in unison but also in intricate, | ush
way at the same time like soldiers marching in lockstep to the same destructive destination. Instead, following|the Col
poser of Lifeds score, under the direction of Chr|i st
Qur 1little choir is |Iike a foretaste of what itds| go

saints across time and space to sing praises before
choir draw near to sing with us here on earth. When the tenors behind me dig deep to sing a high note, | can hear the
faint echo of my grandfatherdéds tentative tenor volice
tenor section. Mi drange in the music, I remember| th
ing, and she becomes part of the chorus even though
hear the husky contralto of a friend who just died of lung cancer, and it is the sound of pure poignant praise.

(continued on the next page)




ADAMG6S NOTES (Continued)

But Goddés eschatological c¢choir isndét just peoptored;
Even the trees of the field join in, providingnse | it
of the grand chorus of praise echoing throughout the universe, feeling surrounded by angels and saints and rabbits an
wolves and frogs and windswept flowers and oceans and hills all singing together as one in glorious praise to the Cree
of all.

So why do | really | eave my work behind to go sing i

and crow happily to God along with all of creation and where | rehearse once more what it is to live under the beautiful
harmonious sovereignty of God.

-Bro. Adam

PICTURED BELOW ARE THE CHILDREN WHO SANG I}
[ 1 L[ 5w9bQf{ /1l wL{c¢ca! { t

Pictured are Pastor Bob of course who truly enjoyed the performance as did they rest of us who attended.

The children who sang are as follows: Shawn Anderson, Mikey Ennis, Cody Godfrey, Kristen Godfrey, Aust
Jones, Destiny Peterman, Colby Poupore, Hunter Poupore, Taylor Roberts, Zack Roberts, Brett Romine, En
Scott and Ashley Tripp. Steve Crowley was the narrator for the program who seems to be hiding in the orge
on the right.



Wally & Virginia Stembler wanted to wish everyone a
X aSNNE /KNAadyYla FyR ! |FL)L¥® bSs¢ ., SINH 2 §
& We truly love you alll May God Bless You!

T«

|l tds time to work o
Annual Reports for 2010

All committee chairs of committees, Nominating Committee,
Presbyterian Women, Monday Bible Study,
Deacons, Finance, Stewardship,
Food Pantry, Bread of Life, Yo
gram, Music, Christian Education, Fellowship, etc. need to
have their reports into Carol no later than Monday, January
17th, 2011. Please e-mail them to Carol at
carolfpp@bellsouth.net . They should be done in Times Ro-
man print, font #12. If you have any questions, please call Carol at 328 -1435.
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CAREFUL WITH THAT WRAPPING PAPER!

Not to put a damper on your holidays, but all the shredded wrapping paper and ribbons do

have to go somewhere. During the holiday se:
Americans generate an additional 5 million tons of trash, 4 million of which is wrapping pa-

per and shopping bags. But not all of you are naughty. In a recent survey, 53 per cent of

adults said they have saved and reused wrapping paper.

This is a photo of the children that made crafts on Wednesday,
December 8th, 2010 in Westminster Hall.




HERE ARE ALL THOSE WHO WENT CHRISTMAS CAROLING ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH




¥ Y4 UPDATE FROM BUILDING
& GROUNDS COMMITTEE

,\"‘ > Be sure and take a look at the ceiling of the WMH walk-

way. Dalen (our custodian) has stained it. Also, | hope
you have noticed the floors in WMH. He has done a gre
job maintaining them. We recently bought a used buff
to help with this.

We are planning to pave the dirt area in front of WMH
door; nothing will grow there due to foot traffic and lack of water. We have pavers left from the Memory Gar-
den, and Ben Stewart has agreed to donate a stepping stone with a stained glass Presbyterian cross to plac
the center. Patrick Tripp, a member of the B&G committee, has volunteered to do the work for just the cost «
materials. The Presbyterian Women are contributing to the cost.

We have a proposal from Southern Waterproofing to seal the basement walls and the exterior of the sanctue
and annex to prevent water intrusion. We are waiting for a proposal from Latitudes for a second opinion be-
fore making a recommendation to the Session.

We have contracted with Preston Electric to install track lighting in West Minster Hall. There will be two
tracks of ten lights each. There will be two control switches, and the lights will be dimmable. We will have
the ceiling tiles in the center of the room that are stained repainted after the lights are installed. This will be
done the week after Christmas.

The shed in the playground area had been removed to accommodate the new playground equipment.

We have a 50 gal. hot water heater that has not been used for sale for $200. Please contact the office, if yo
are interested.

If you would like to be a working member of the B&G committee, please contact Sandra Roberts.

Buildings & Grounds Committee

We extend our deepest sympathy to:

3 The Kenneth Barton Family in the deathkan Barton on 12/06/2010.
=7~ : . .
(Rl The Michael Kenyon Fami | yisiyKenyomne deat h
12/13/2010.
L -~

Next SAM LUNCHEON will be onWednesday, January 26, 2014t 11:30 a.m. in
Westminster Hall. Look for more details in the church bulletin in the coming weeks.




: ‘:;Youth Ministry at First Presbyterian Church

LOCK-IN for our elementary and our Mid-High Youth (6th, 7th and 8th grade) on

Wednesday the 29th of December!!! All the fun and fellowship begins at 6:30
' with a family-style meal and continues throughout the night!! We have two differ-
ent lock-ins that evening with lots of great fun, food and worship. If you have chil-
dren in your family, grandchildren or neighbors, we would love to have them join

us!! We will feed them breakfast on Thursday and then they go back home
around 7am. If you have further questions, please contact the Church office at 328-1435..

FINALLY, the Mid High Youth weekly program is here!! First Presbyterian Church will sponsor a Wednes-
day evening program for our mid-high youth designed for a better understanding of their Christian life in to-
day's world through fellowship and hands-on activities. The program is titled "Reform" and full of weekly ac-
tivities that will help our young people find their Christian way through their daily activities. If you have chil-
dren or grandchildren and of course other mid-high young folks you know, please call Linda Myers at 328-
9490. We are truly going to have a wonderful Wednesday and we need your Young Folks to join!!

CONFIRMATION CLASS will begin in January for our Mid High Youth (6th, 7th and 8th graders) on Sundays
during the Sunday School Hour. Once again, look into your families and neighborhood for young people who
want to better understand their relationship with God and His Church. If you are in Senior High and have not
celebrated confirmation yet, please contact Linda Myers, 328-9490 and for those adults in the Church who
have not been confirmed and would be interested , please contact Pastor Bob. Late Spring we will celebrate
the Confirmation of the many...at First Presbyterian Church.

If you have ideas or time and energy to support the on-going youth programs at your First Presbyterian
Church, please contact Linda, lindamyerscpa@comcast.net.

O CLDb! b/ Lé&dcAMorteyWMbndgénent course

We will begin this course at First Presbyterian Church
on Thursday, February 19 2011 from 6 8 p.m. in Westminster Hall.

A Preview Night will be on Thursday, January™2011 at 6:00 p.m.
Susan Van Epps and Steve Driggers will be the leaders of this course.

This is a 13veek course built on common sense and biblically based prin-
ciples. The course is taught, via video by nationally syndicated financial
expert Dave Ramsey. Lessons cover such topics as: saving money, living
on a budget, eliminate debt, find bargains, the role of insurance, planning
for retirement and tuition, understanding investments, and find the joy of
giving. For more information if you are interested, please contact

Susan Van Epps or Pastor Bob.




PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

A joyful, blessed, and lowdilled Christmas season t
each and every one of you, from

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Reminder: Coordinating Team meets on Tues., January 4th at 9:45 a.m. and C&aMll1
meet on Tues., Jan. 11th at 9:45 a.m. and Circle 4 will meet on Mon., January 10th at 7:C
p.m., but there will bLNOGATHERING JANUARY.

PARSONS LIBRARY UPDATE
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one of these books may be just the thing you need for Christmas sphito,
the new books we listed last month in Tower Bells are there for you to chec

out. %
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DATE: TBA

What sets you apart from other women? Can others see that
you belong

to God? God calls us to be different from those around us. He
calls us

to be holy. Come explore the beauty of holy living and see
why true

holiness and true happiness always go together.

"Living Like You Belong To God"
by Kay Arthur

Upcoming January Women's Bible Study
Thursday Nights at 6:00 p.m.

Home of Page Walwik

Round Lake Park

148 Timber Lane
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November 22, 2010

To the Session and Congregation of First Presbyterian Church of Palatka,

It is with bittersweet feelings that Wendy, Caroline, Will and | wish to request that you remove us fromn
membership rolls. With Wendy and | both having served as Elders on the Session, we realize that thg

your
churcl

required to pay the Presbytery for each member on the roll, and we do not want the church to have any undt

costs. We do ask to remain on thmail list to keep apprised of the various church activities and events.

The

church we are now attending is the First Church of God in Florahome pastored by John Miles (past Pastor o

Visitation for First Pres: Palatka). The Church of God is rdenominational and does not have members
rolls in which to have membership transferred.

We also want to convey to the congregation our upmost thanks for 16 years of being a part of your ch
family for Wendy and me. You are, and will always remain, a part of our church family. You have bee
us through the birth and adolescence of both Caroline and Will, and have supported us through the d
Wendyods brother and mother.

As many of you knew, as the children grew older and began being involved in afterschool activities (ir
lachen) the 46 mile round trip to the church (sometimes multiple times in a single day) began taking it
some in cost, but particularly in commuting time. When Pastor Miles decided to pastor a church withir
from our front door, we decided maybe it was time for us to look at making a change that would be m
Aconvenientodo for us. This was the ONLY reason
After nearly a year of attending at Florahoimigirst Church of God, and reflecting on that time, we now r
ize that what we thought was fAour o decision w
nist for the choir there as they had no one to play music for them. Will and Caroline increased tbeir m
high youth numbers by 50%, but they had no youth program. So Wendy and | have worked with anot
ple to build up a youth program. Last Wednesday night | counted 16 youth that we had practicing for {
Christmas play they are putting on in a coupl
who is really in control, and also life is much easier when you begin realizing that.

So | will end with you can still count on us entering your doors with a visit from time to time. In the me
time, we will continue to think about and pray for the church, and each one of you that have touched (

Yours in Christ,

Nels and Wendy Parson
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CHRI ST6 S BELL

THE BELL
| KNOW WHO | AM
I am Godds child (
Il am Christodés frien
| am united with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17)
| am bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
| am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
| am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)
| am the salt & light of the earth (Matt. 5:13-14)
| am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27)
| am free forever from condemnation (Rom. 8: 1-2)
| am a citizen of Heaven. | am significant (Phil. 3:20)
| am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31 -34)
| am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor 5:17-21)
| have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18)
| am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2: 6)
| cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-39)
| am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor. 1:21-22)
| am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8: 28)
| have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16)
| may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3: 12)
| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13)
| am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5)
| am Goddés temple (1 Cor. 3: 16) .

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col.
I am Goewdodorsk ecro (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1).
| am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected. (Phil. 1: 5)
have been redeemed and forgiven (Col 1:

| belong to God
Do you know
Who you are?

o G

Merry ChristnaagHappy New Year!
From Your Church Staff!
Pastor Bob
AdamCarqlDawn
NangySharob. & Sharon F.
andDalen
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2011 SESSION COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

Building and Grounds
Apartments
Finance
Children & Youth Ministries
Christian Education
Fellowship
Membership
Outreach
Evangelism
Mission
Nominating
Personnel
Stewardship

Worship

Clerk of Session

Sandra Roberts

James Perry

Joe Pickens

Linda Myers

Fred Jones

David Vezzetti

Norma Beckler

Elliott Kane

Elliott Kane

Rick Mills

Connie Thomas & Rick Mills
Robert Browning

Robert Browning & Elliott Kane

Sheila Bell

Connie Thomas

THREE DIVISIONS

REACH / SEND Worship, Evangelism, Mission
GROW C &V, Christian Ed., Fellowship, Membership, Nursery
RESOURCES B&G/A, Finance/Stewardship, Personnel, Nominating

One of the greatest ways you can get involved in the life of our church is to be a part of a comr

If you are interested in serving on any of these committees, please call the church office or let one of

leaders know.

nittee.
these




