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Pastoral Perspective from Pastor Bob- Raise the Roof 
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The basketball player races down the court, a defender hounding his every move.  But outside the arc, he stops, pops, and 

swish, drains a three-pointer to put his team back in the game!  As he runs back down the court he pumps his arms above his 

head, and the crowd goes wild!  What does that motion mean ï pumping oneôs arms over the head?  It means ñRaise the 

Roof,ò which, in turn, means: ñget excited, get loud, get in the game!ò    

 

Well, weôre pretty excited here at the church, because this week work on the new sanctuary roof began (see pictures on the 

inside).  The work should take about three weeks to complete, but when itôs  done, I think weôll all be pleased with the re-

sultséand our sanctuary will be safe and dry! 

 

But this is just the first project that we (i.e., your Session and I) hope to get to in the upcoming months.  Other improvements 

on the drawing board include:  re-plastering damaged areas in the sanctuary ceiling; upgrading our audio-visual equipment in 

the sanctuary; adding exterior lighting to the church so that it is lit up as you cross the bridge into town; fix the interior light-

ing in Westminster Hall so we can finally see in there; build a new playground for our children to replace the one thatôs falling 

down; and refurbish the Youth Room to make it a great place for our kidôs to hang out.  We think all of these projects are not 

only needed, but will enhance our ministry and efforts to reach new people.  If you have other projects youôd like to see add to 

our ñTo-Do List,ò I certainly solicit your input. 

 

I think all of these improvements are something to get excited about.  But in order to ñraise the roof,ò figuratively speaking, 

weôll need to literally ñraiseò the roof ï in other words, weôve got to get more than excited, weôve got to come up with the 

money to pay for the roof and these other projects!  Thatôs why weôre announcing a Capital Campaign for the church, with a 

goal of raising $100,000 or more, by the end of this year ($70,000 for the roof, and another $30,000+ for the other listed pro-

jects).  In the weeks to come, youôll be hearing a lot more about our capital campaign, but I hope that even now youôll begin 

thinking and praying about your gift of support. 

 

As your pastor, Iôm practically pumping my hands over my head!  Iôm excited about whatôs  

going on here, and want you to be too!  In this issue of the Tower Bells you can read about some  

exciting new ventures, such as a series of Sunday Night ñPrayer and Praiseò Services  

scheduled for the month of May (see Adamôs article for more details).  These Sunday night  

services will be led by our newly-formed/forming ñPraise Team.ò  Weôve also just hired a new  

Youth Director to work with our Mid-Highôs and Senior Highôs, and get thiséthe right  

person for the job was here in the church ï our own Amy Poupore!  Amy will be working to 

develop a weekly Sunday Night Youth Group program for our kids (once again, see inside for  

more information)! 

 

Like I said, there are plenty of great things happening here at First Presbyterian, inside and outé 

so òRaise the Roofò yôall!    
              

See you Sunday, 
 

Pastor Bob 
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ADAMôS NOTES: (Greetings from the Music Dept.) 
 

Greetings everyone!  I pray that this edition of the Tower Bells reaches you 

doing well.  Things in our neighborhood are quite nice.  Something exciting is just 

around the corner and I want to let you know about it!  Sunday Evening Prayer and 

Praise is coming to First Presbyterian Church!  You may have noticed over the last 

few months that we have been including more Praise & Worship music in our wor-

ship serviceséusually during the ñHymn of Faithò segment of our services.  Many 

of you have let me know that you are really enjoying the new music and I am glad to 

hear it.  You may also be thinking ñWe do not have a Sunday evening service.  What in the world is Sunday 

Evening Prayer and Praise?ò   

 

 First I would like to share with you my favorite passage from the Bible concerning the area of Praise 

and Worship.  We read in Godôs Word (Psalm 150) the following:  1 Praise the LORD.  Praise God in His 

sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty heavens.  2 Praise Him for His acts of power; praise Him for His surpass-

ing greatness.  3 Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise Him with the harp and lyre, 4 praise Him 

with tambourine and dancing, praise Him with the strings and flute,  5 praise Him with the clash of cymbals, 

praise Him with resounding cymbals.  6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!  In 

six short verses, we are commanded to praise the Lord a total of thirteen times and the writer tells us what to 

use when we do itéa rather clear set of instructions if you ask me. 

 

 Okay, so back to the question of ñWhat is Sunday Evening Prayer & Praise?ò  Well, hereôs what it is:  

Sunday night, May 2nd, 16th and 30th, we will be having a 40-45 minute worship service here at First Pres built 

around the Praise and Worship style with the services taking place at 6:00 p.m. each of those nights.   

 

 The purpose is to reach out to a broader spectrum of the un-churched in our community as well as those 

in our own congregation who enjoy this type of service.  The First Pres Praise Team will be leading worship 

for us and the services will include times of scripture readings, wonderful upbeat praise music and intimate 

worship music that will draw us closer to our Lord centering around a time of devotion. 

 

 Recently, Iôve read a book titled A Community of Joy by Timothy Wright and Herb Miller.  It has some 

fascinating information in it concerning Praise and Worship services.  I particularly like what they have to say 

on pages 20 and 21:  People want to be known and loved for who they are.  They come to church in the hope 

that someone will love them, that someone will accept them just as they are.  They value a warm, open envi-

ronment.  Worship services that promote intimacy and relationship will win them over.  Irreligious people visit 

churches in the hope of encountering God personally.  They not only want to know about God; they want to 

know God. 

 

 There are many in our community as well as our own congregation who these services will speak to.  I 

firmly believe that we must follow through on the Great Commission and do all that we can to bring others to 

Christ.  These services are another way of doing that.  Please let your friends and family know that we will be 

offering these services and invite them to join us as we embark on this new chapter of ministry. 

 

May God bless each and every one of you! 
 

Adam 
 

Adam E. George, 

Minister of Music 
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WE HAVE BEGUN  PUTTING ON A NEW ROOF IS ON THE  
SANCTUARY BUILDINGɂLOOK AND SEE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOFERS HARD AT WORK  


