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άDƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ό9ƭƛǎƘŀύ ƛǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘΣ άǎƻ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ƘƛƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪΥ άIŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ 5ƻǘƘŀƴΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ  ²ƘŜƴ 9ƭƛǎƘŀΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ Ǝƻǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴ ŀǊƳȅ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ  άhƘΣ Ƴȅ ƭƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ 
ŘƻΚέ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΦ  ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜƳΦέ  !ƴŘ 9ƭƛǎƘŀ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ άh [ƻǊŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩǎ ŜȅŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. (2 Kings 6:13-17) 
 
¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘΧŘƻ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΚ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳrch 
that needed attending to: worship services to prepare; articles to write; people to see; plans to finalize; etc. etc.  Often times 
when I feel like that I like to take a walk along the riverfront; I find it peaceful, and helpful, to get out, get moving, clear my head, 
ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ƴȅ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 
 
As I walked along the riverfront, from pier to pier and back, I passed a man wearing a coat and a sock cap on a 75 degree day, 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘƭȅΦ   L ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ōŜǊǘƘΦ  !ǎ L ǿŀlked 
ōȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊȅΣ ōǳǘ L ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ  ά[ƻǊŘΣ L ƳŀƎƴƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΗ  [ƻǊŘΣ L ŜȄǘƻƭ ȅƻǳΗ  [ƻǊŘΣ L 
glorify you, creator of heaven and earth!  Lord, I praise you for all you made and for all you have done!  Lord, you are worthy of 
Ƴȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΗέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŀǾƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭǳƴŀǘƛŎΚ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΦ  Lǘ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘat I was do-
ƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǉǳƛŜǘŜǊΦ  L ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΧǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊΧǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ Ƴy-
self, saying I was the pastor of the church across the street.  I admitted I heard part of what he was saying as I walked by, and 
asked if he was just praising God, or if he had something in particular he was praying about. 
 
He said his name was Kenny; that he was a preacher, and this was his pulpit.  He admitted to me that  
his marriage was in trouble ς that he had made some mistakes ς but that he loved his wife, and  
wanted to make it work.  He told me, ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ DƻŘ ōŜ  
God.  I need to take my focus off myself, and put it back on God.  For he is God of the mountains,  
ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ DƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ DƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ L ƘŀǾŜΦέ 
 
I thanked him for his words, and told him I needed to be reminded of that too.  That sometimes I have 
 a tendency to let my worries and responsibilities weigh me down and cause me to lose my focus.   
.ǳǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ YŜƴƴȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƴŜŜŘ  ǘƻ ƳŀƎƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ 
 
We prayed together.  I prayed for Kenny and his wife, and asked God to see them both through their 
current difficulties.  Then Kenny prayed for me, and as he prayed he quoted from the passage I placed 
at the top of this page.  He prayed:  ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ  
angels that are encamped around him and his church, and that they are moreτand mightierτthan 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜΦέ 
 
When I opened my eyes, I swear I did see the angels.  Maybe not an entire mighty host, but I know I  
saw one...He was standing right before me, and his name was Kenny. 

                                                                                                                                                       -Pastor Bob 



GREETINGS FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC 
 

As I've been trying to think of what to write for this edition of the Tower Bells, I keep re-

membering back to a time about 10 years ago when I had the tremendous privilege of at-

tending a Worship Leader's retreat that was held in Midlothian, Texas.  And you thought 

Palatka had a funny name!  Take a moment and reminisce with me about what God laid on 

my heart that day concerning worship. 

 

Monday, 4:30 p.m. 

 

Weôre 30 minutes into free time and dinner isnôt for another hour and a half.  Iôve only been here a day and a half and 

feel like I could go for the next year on just one thing that I heard last night:  ñWhen it comes to worship, it is about what 

God prefers.ò  WOW! 

 

God wants me to worship Him as if He and I were the only two in the roomé complete worship.  Who cares if the man 

next to me looks at me like Iôm a freak for cryin and raisin my hands during the song ñDraw Me Closeò or I change the 

words to make it more personal for me?!  Should I let that bother me?  No!  Have I?  Too many times.  Iôm not there for 

other people- Iôm there to worship God- nothing else should even come near the equation.  This leaves me wondering 

ñHow come it takes getting away to some place such as this retreat center in the "middle of nowhere" Texas to realize 

this?  Why canôt I hold on to that all the time no matter where I am or who is near me...or for that matter, what instru-

ments are being used?" 

 

After all, it says in Psalm 150 that we are to 1) Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 

heavens. 2) Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. 3) Praise him with the sounding of 

the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, 4) praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with the strings 

and flute, 5) praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. 6) Let everything that has breath 

praise the LORD. Praise the LORD 

 

There have been so many times that I have missed a true blessing because I wouldnôt let go and just let God be...well, 

God.  Iôm sitting here on the porch of the Conference Center and I just realized something so simple.  The squirrel eating 

the acorn on the far side of the lawn is in so many ways closer to God in a sense that I have been recently.  Why?  He 

went looking for nourishment and found it- who put it there?  God!   

Again, I'm drawn to God's word where it says in Matthew 6:31-32, Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we 

eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?   (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for 

your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.  And even in Philippians 4:19, where it says But my 

God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

 

Thereôs nourishment and provision for me through God- I  just have to look for itéand more often than not, itôs been 

right before my very own eyeséIôve not been able to see it for having fallen over it.   

 

ñDear Lord, what I need is for you to pour your love over me- incapacitate me in your spirit...help me to always remem-

ber that you do provide my needs as you see fit.  Thank you for loving and setting me free- Thank you for giving your 

life just for me.ò 

 

I hope this trip down memory lane has blessed you as it has me.  Sometimes, being reminded of the simplest things in 

our walk with Christ is what we need the most.  God bless you all! 

 

             -Adam 
 

 
 

 

 

 



òNotes from the OUTREACH/MISSION Committee 

Winter is still Here but there is a feel of spring coming our way.  Your Outreach/Mission committee is busy planning 
another year of opportunities to serve Christ through ministering to folks in our community and the larger world.  This 
year we will continue to serve our community through our traditional ministries and look for new opportunities, please call 
Linda Myers (328-9490) if you have ideas for how we can extend the Body of Christ.  We have many activities between 
here and the spring season for you to get involved; please call and let the committee know where your talents would best 
serve our Church efforts. Your help is needed to represent First Presbyterian Church in the meaningful opportunities this 
year. 
 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER WAS A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS  AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE FOLKS 
WHO WORKED TO PUT THIS EVENT TOGETHER FOR OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY...SUSAN VAN EPPS WAS 
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE AS WELL AS OUR DESIGN TEAM WHO SHOWED OFF WITH ALL OF THEIR STYLE.   The 
desserts were wonderful and for all of us who participated .. WOW.   Can we do it again, they all said.  Terrific opportu-
nity to share the mission of GOD with other members of the Body of Christ in Palatka.   
 
First, the Annual Fund Raising anquet for A Womensô Resource Center a big thank you goes out to the folks who 
attended the banquet.  It was very successful and has the Center well on it's way to making their 2010 budget!  They are 
always looking for new and fresh volunteers, if you are interested let them know.   
 
Second, the MARCH OF DIMES WALK   Calling all Walkers, we have not heard from any of you about the April 10th 
walk in downtown Palatka for healthy children in our community.   The walk begins at 8am and FPC has a team of walk-
ers...but we need more of you to join us for a day of  fun and giving of our time to the children in our greater community 
who need our support!  So please set aside that date and join us!  Stay tuned next month for more information on how to 
sign up or contact Charlotte Hornback and let her know to count you in for the March for healthy children. 
 

Third, the Homeless Ministry , there is a lot of activity on finding long term solutions for Homeless folks including fami-
lies in our community, if this is where your heart is please contact Linda Myers; we have members of our Church attend-
ing community-wide meetings to find answers and we need your help to make sure FPC is involved with this worthy and 
necessary cause. This is a continuing process with a two-prong process for families and individuals.  We can use your 
energy and passion for caring for the Children of Christ. 
 
Fourth, is our Heart of Putnam Food Pantry ,  as Ron Hornback  will tell you we are sharing our Christian Love by 
helping the least of our Brothers and Sisters and the numbers are many and growing..   Please call Ron Hornback and 
let him know you can help with this worthy cause of carrying for God's Children at 328-0649 or crhorn-
back@bellsouth.net. 
 
Fifth, is a new effort to reach out with a fun, wholesome night for young folks from our community , stay tuned to 
this page as we put plans to paper for "game Night" and we will need lots of help!  Elisa and I are still working on this.. 
for a summer opening!  Stay tuned for more details 
 
Sixth, Relay for Life is coming in April on the 16th and 17th:   we have a team of folks who go to the track wearing 
our First Pres shirts and celebrating the Survivors Walk.. please join us; it is a fun opportunity to share with your 
neighbors and celebrate the strides in fighting cancer.  Please let Linda Myers know you are interested..  This year, our 
youth have been asked to help out with a fun activity at the Children's Tent--they will be assisting children with decorat-
ing their own Dunkin Donut!!  
 
And Seventh, the Blue Crab Festival is just two months and counting .  Save some time that weekend to help our 
Church as we provide water and information about the First Presbyterian Church and it's ministries in Palatka to Festival 
goers and of course future MEMBERS!   
 
Our International and National Missions are always Number One  and are  working hard to keep the love and Faith of 
Christ in the forefront, they need our prayers and support!  Anyone interested in specific information on how to contact 
our Friends in Christ, please call Ken Mahaffey at 329-0274 or email kmahaffeytc@putnam-fl.com --  he is glad to share 
with you all of the Good News! 
 
Finally, the work of Christ is never-ending and there is much opportunity for all of us as members of First Presbyterian 
Church  to reach out to anywhere in the world including our home town and offer caring and support in Christ's Name.. 
Give Linda  a call at 328-9490 or email at lindadmyers@comcast.net and we can find just the right project for you as we-
strive to serve the Lord. 



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN:  . . .  APRIL MEETINGS 
 
 

Meetings 
Apr 6    9:30 am 
Bib Moderators 
Apr 6    9:45 am 
PW Coord-Team 

Circle Meetings 
Apr 12  7 pm 

Circle 4 
Apr 13   9:45 am 

Circles 1τ3 

PW Gathering 
Coffee Fellowship 

Apr 20th at 9:45 am 
in 

Westminster Hall 

PLEASE NOTE:  PALM CROSSES will be made on Saturday, 
Mar 27th  at 9:30 am in Westminster Hall by the women 
of the church. 

 

Featuring  Rev. Glenn Dickson   ð Cuba   

 
The Rev. Glen Dickson is a retired 

minister that served at West-

minster Presbyterian Church in Gainesville for 20+ years.  
Glenn has also been deeply involved in the Jamaica Ecu-

menical Mutual Mission and with missions to Cuba. 
 

Rev. Dickson will be talking to us about his time in Cuba on 

mission.  Come and hear and learn more about our 
neighbors to the south and what we are doing to be in community with our Christian brothers and sisters.  

 

 THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2010  FOR SENIOR ADULTS  
 9:30 AM ð2:00 PM at Montgomery Presbyterian Center  

 Cost  $14.00 ðRegistration Deadline  is Thursday, April 8, 2010 .   
 ** Pick up Your Registration Form in the church office.  

 

 

ALSO,  PEGGY FINLEY (3 Presidential First Ladies) 

 

Peggy Finley is from Gainesville and will delight us with her interpretation of 3 presidential first 
ladies.  This is surely going to be an interpretation that is one of a kind, and should not be 

missed. 
 

 

ALSO,  THE REV. DR. PAUL HOOKER  
 

The Rev. Dr. Paul Hooker , Executive Presbyter ad Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of St. Augustine, will be leading 
the worship for us.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOTE FROM THE CHURCH NURSERY: 
 
The Church Nursery is in need of a ñPack-N-Play.ò  If someone has a good used one it would in good 

condition, it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

   



NEW FROM THE BRONKEMAS IN RUSSIA . . .  
 
Dear family and friends, 

For the first time in quite a few months we have had a few days above freezing.  It has 
been the coldest, snowiest winter in many years.  We have absolutely loved it.  We were 
hoping that we could experience a true Russian winter, and this year has fulfilled all of our 
previously dashed expectations.  Letôs look at what is happening at MPC. 
 January was by far the worst month that we have had here in regards to attacks and violence against members of our 
community.  Within a 2 weeks span we had 5 people attacked, one stabbed twice and seriously wounded.  Bob was in-
terviewed on Russia today as a result of a news flash that MPC put out.  You can see this interview at the following link: 
http://rt.com/prime-time/2010-01-18/activists-warn-xenophobia-surge.html.  The one who was stabbed was a member of 
MPC going home from church.  It was absolutely tragic.  Fortunately, and providentially, that event sparked a whole se-
ries of opportunities that we were able to initiate.  He nearly died, and it proved to be the spark that we needed to be very 
proactive.  We have made a contact with someone from within the Russian department of interior who is pursuing this 
case, and promises to pursue other cases for us, very aggressively.  We have never seen as many results in such a 
short period of time before he became involved.  The US Embassy agreed to host a gathering of foreign diplomats, and 
we set the agenda and ran the meeting.  We met on March 4, and there were 4 Ambassadors present including our own 
US Ambassador.  Bob hasnôt been this nervous for a meeting in a long time.  It was an exceptional meeting, and now it 
is really up to MPC to consolidate and coordinate all of the embassies on this issue. This could be a significant develop-
ment that allows our work to become less localized and much more far reaching than ever before.  It is all very, very ex-
citing. 

The social ministries have continued to grow.  We now have over 20 people on staff and are reaching out in areas 
that we have never ventured into before.  We have a couple of grant applications out that we are fairly optimistic about in 
relation to our medical clinic.  If they are approved then we can go from 2 days a week to 5 and add additional services. 
The clinic is now seeing close to 60 patients a week, which for 2 days is more than we can comfortably handle.  A tre-
mendous team of volunteers serves at the clinic.  This team includes the wife of the Irish Ambassador who is a pediatri-
cian in her own right, a Canadian nurse, a Cameroonian nurse, a Nigerian nurse, an American doctor, an American vol-
unteer who gathers information on attacks in the city, and a Kenyan coordinator.  It is quite an interesting place to visit if 
you can find any room to sit and observe. 

Last month I was amazed by the corporate sponsors that we were able to enlist within the past month through the 
help of our development director, Lydia Troncale.  Here they are: 1.  Campbellôs Soup donated 11,000 packets of soup,  
2.  Campina Yogurt donated 2 pallets of yogurt, 3.  Solntze Mexico donates weekly supplies of tortillas, 4.  Metro Super-
market donates food twice a week, 5.  the German Embassy donates food bags and puts on a birthday party once a 
month and this week will give us all of their funding for 2011, 6.  IWC Moscow provides nearly half of all of our funding for 
both of our Soup Kitchens,  7.  Pepsi donates monthly juices and water to be distributed to our refugees and YAS stu-
dents, 8.  MPC will be the primary charity recipient for the Broomball Ball,  9.  the U.S. Embassy donates clothes and 
other items to address the needs of our refugee community,  10.  DHL donates more than 4 instances of transportation 
needs to our social ministries,  11.  Move-One supplied a very large truck in order to gather in the Campbellôs donation 
this past week, 12.  John Deere provides transportation on an as needed basis, 13.  Coca-Cola is a permanent supplier 
of goods for the immediate needs for our clients and activities such as fundraisers, 14.  St. Andrews Society has pro-
vided funding for our Soup Kitchen, 15.  Russian IMG has provided funding for our Soup Kitchen, 16.  Hogan and Hart-
son provides pro-bono legal services, 17.  Linklaters provides charitable contributions over Christmas and translators for 
our surveys.  What an amazing list of sponsors, all of whom have been contacted and nurtured by Lydia.  She had done 
an amazing job. 

Our newest project for council is an offshoot of the shelter that we have established through contracting with hostels 
in town.  We are looking to create a series of apartments around Moscow in order to place our members.  The main 
problem for our members from African countries is that they are often indiscriminately kicked out and have absolutely no 
recourse when that happens.  We hope to be able to set up apartments where they are protected from this very common 
practice.  This would provide them with a tremendous amount of security which in the past they have not had.  As you 
can see, the social ministries are really going well, and the church council is taking on greater and greater responsibility 
for them. 

What about the church?  Well, the highlight would have to be the 50 kids we had show up for our Christmas pageant.  
That was an amazing Sunday.  This past Sunday we had a young man from Ghana dedicate his life to Jesus Christ and 
was baptized.  It reminded all of us of why we have any of our social ministries and why we call ourselves church.  It is 
not merely to lend a helping hand to the most vulnerable of society, which has value in its own right, but it must have as 
its focus a reflection of the love that we have for our Savior.  This is the driving purpose behind all that we do. 

This year the cycle of attendance has been definitely in the upswing.  Nearly every Sunday we have had to open the 
balcony because there are so many people attending.  We humbly recognize that it really has nothing to do with our  

 
                                                                                                                                                  (continued on next page) 
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NEWS FROM THE BRONKEMAS IN RUSSIA  (Continued) 
 
Work but rather the ebb and flow of the expat community.  This summer we could come back to 80 people in church 
which happened a few years ago.  But still, it is exciting to have a full church and programs that are able to thrive as a 
results of the participation of the members. 
    How about the girls?  Rachel was captain f the Middle School basketball team and scored the first points of the sea-
son for the team.  She really enjoyed it and improved tremendously.  She has a great group of friends this year and 
really values the opportunity to travel around Moscow on her own as a fledgling independent adolescent.  Rachel is do-
ing very well in piano at the Russian School and continues to excel in school. 
     Naomiôs highlight of the year was to be able to cut Bobôs hair this past week.  She received straight Aôs on her report 
card and this was her reward.  She also played on the basketball team and was the starting center.  We recently stop-
p3ed her Russian guitar lessons so she could take lessons from an extremely talented high schooler twice a week.  She 
is very pleased with that transition. 
     Bethany is very pleased to have a number  of girls her age now attending church and has had quite a few sleepovers 
these past few months.  She has taken up both origami and kirigami, and we continue to find paper scraps all over the 
house.  When we went to Egypt a few weeks ago she memorized all of the Arabic numbers within a few hours and 
helped Bob communicate with the taxi driver.  It was quite impressive.  She is doing well in piano and in school and plays 
on the basketball team for a league in town. 
     The family was able to enjoy a trip to Egypt over winter break.  We were able to see the pyramids, the Sphynx, the 
Egyptian museum and spent two days driving to Mt. Sinai, climbing it, and seeing the Red Sea.  It was truly the trip of a 
lifetime.  That is all from Moscow.  If any of you have plans to visit Moscow we would recommend that you come before 
the summer of 2011.  We would love to host any and all of you. 
     Your servants in Christ,   
     The Bronkema Familyð Bob, Stacy, Rachel, Naomi, and Bethany 
 

 

 

JêMARCH SAM (Senior Adult Ministry) LUNCHEON:    

Wednesday, March 24th    Menu:  Chicken Dinner   Cost: $5  

Program:  Wed. Lenten Concert first at 12:15 p.m. and then the Luncheon will be in Westmin-

ster Hall at 12:45 p.m.  

 

NEXT  SAM LUNCHEON:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28TH  at 11:30 am in Westminster Hall  

MENU: COVERED -DISH    Bring your favorite dish to share. Program:  The JewettõsñMedical Missionaries 

PROGRAM:  The JEWETTõs Medical Missionaries that will be sharing their experience. 

Bible Study Fellowship  
Fall 2010 ð Spring 2011 Study is Isaiah  

Next fall, the class for women will begin Wednesday after Labor Day through the 3 rd week in 
May at Good News Church ( PCA) in St. Augustine off Wildwood Road  

9:15 ð 11:15 am each Wednesday. This is a non-denominational , intentional and purposeful bible 
study of one focused book of the bible for the year.    

If interested for the next class, there will be an intro class April 7 and May 5 , and I will be 
happy to take up to four people to St. Augustine to see what the study is all about.  

We are currently studying the book of JOHN.  

For questions or interest in attending, please call Mollie Lawrence 904-707-2874 or email me at 
mollietlawrence@gmail.com  

 

mailto:mollietlawrence@gmail.com


THANK  YOU !!!! 
 
 

     In spite of the bad weather on our B&G clean-up day we had  
     45 volunteers!   Everyone worked really hard ς some inside  
     and some outside in the rain. You showed by your actions that your 
     church is important to you not just in word but also in deed. 

 
     Volunteers: 
 

Buddy Perry, Helen & Daryl Lewis, Sharon Flatter, Craig McCray, Charlotte & Ron Hornback, Polly Rich, Kristin & Jim  
Godfrey, Norma Beckler, Sharon & Steve Diggers, Linda Gillen, Lynn & Bill Perry, B.J. Johns, David Clapp, Pam Browning, 
Daylan Budd, Vernon Myers, Joe Demes, Rusti Simonds, Marsha Livingston, Mary Jo Jones, Katherine Major, Ann  
Bancroft, Hill Pickens, Ann & Bob Hartwig, Betty Jean Bryan, Marv & Marge Shults, Mike Lawrence, Carla Gerbich,  
Elisa Neale-Tobener, Lizzie & Hank  Tobener, Karen Mattson, Martha & John Poitevent, Willie, Adam George,  
tŀǎǘƻǊ .ƻō {ŎƻǘǘΣ {ŀƴŘǊŀ wƻōŜǊǘǎ    !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 5ǳƴƪƛƴΩ 5ƻƴǳǘǎ Η 
 

You are all a blessing !     Buildings & Grounds Ministry Team 
 

**********************************************************************  
To my church family: Thank you for your prayers, phone calls, cards and for the visits and flowers to Fred  
         at the Palatka Health Care Center.  Also, to Pastor Bob for his comforting words. 
 

                            Thank you so much, Millie Fenton 
 

**********************************************************************  
To my church family: Thanks so much for all of your prayers and heartfelt concern for my mother, Margaret McGurk. 
   She is slowly recovering from her recent fall and brain surgery.  She is home with my sister 
   Kathi in Pittsburgh and is attending therapy sessions several times a week.  Her physical  
   improvement has been tremendous but it will be a long healing process for her to get back to 
   where she was.  Please continue to pray for her and also Kathi, who is now a full-time caregiver 
   while also holding down her full-time job.  Support from our church family means a lot to us. 
 

      Brian and Mary McGurk       

____________________________________________________________________________ 

PARSONS LIBRARY UPDATE:  
 
LENT is a great time to check out and read a book from our church library.  Lots of 
new and up-to-date books to keep you up on whatôs happening in religion these 
days.  Come see what we have!  Our newest additions are: 
 
 
Anne Graham Lotzô book, The Magnificent Obsession, 
Jim Beilcherôs book, Deep Church, a Third Way Beyond Emerging and Traditional, 
Albert Wellôs book, Enough to Make God Laugh, a Pastor Resolves the Science/Religion Problem 
 
And lots more good books, such as Mitch Albomôs, Have a Little Faith, now in its 21st week on the New York 
Times Best Seller list and a book by Phyllis Tickle, The Great Emergence:  How Christianity is Changing and 
Why. 
 
When you read a book, please write a sentence or two about it and put your comments by the cover of the 
book on the bulletin board to let others know your opinion of the book.  And we would love to have your sug-
gestions for new books! 
 

 



 

UPCOMING HOLY WEEK EVENTS:  
 

Sunday, March 28 th ï PALM SUNDAY  
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM  Worship Services  

 
 

Wednesday, March 31 st ï Last Wed. Lenten Concert  
Sharon Flatter, vocalist  and Adam George, accompanist  

12:15 ï 12:45 PM 
 

Thursday, April 1 st ï Maundy Thursday Dinner and 

the Lordôs Supper in Westminster Hall  
at 6:00 PM 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 3 rd ï Easter Egg Hunt  for the 
Children at 10 AM in Westminster Hall 

 

Sunday, April 4 th ï EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:30 AM          Worship Service in the Sanctuary 

11:00 AM           Worship Service in the Sanctuary 

 
  9:45 AM            Continental Breakfast in W. Hall  

                          During S.S. Hour for Everyone  
 

                                       10-10:30 AM               Childrenôs Easter Pageant in W. Hall 
 



 
 

LATEST YOUTH NEWS. . . 
 

Annual Partners in Faith Youth  
Golf Tournament 

 
Saturday, April 10th 

12 Noon  
 

At the Palatka  
Municipal  

Golf Course. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More information will follow in the church bulletin with a registration form. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

YOUTH EVENTS 
 

Last month our Youth Group had a great time bowling at the new Putnam Lanes last month!  We had 16 Mid-
High and Senior Highs, plus another 10 adults, and a good time was had by all! 
 
This month we are going to Fiesta Falls Miniature Golf Course in St. Augustine on Sunday, March 21stΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ 
leave from the church at 3:00 p.m.  !ŦǘŜǊ ƎƻƭŦƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ {ǘŀƪŜ ϧ {ƘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
contact Rick and Sherry Mills. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 29      MARCH 

6 PM Cub Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

 

 

30      

7AM Men Bkfst 

8:30AM Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

3 1  LAST ONE 

12:15 PM Lenten  

Concert Series 

5:30 PM Chil. 

Prog. 

6:00 PM  3-4 HIM 

6:30 PM  Choir 

8 PM AA Mtg 

1      APRIL 
8:15 AM Prayer in     

Sanctuary 

6 PM Maundy 

Thurday Dinner 

& the Lord s 

Supper in W.Hall 

7 PM Alanon  

2  

Public School 
Out 
 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 
 
8:00 PM AA Mtg 

in Basement 

3   10 AM 

EASTER EGG 

HUNT for the 

children in W. 

Hall 

4  EASTER 

 Communion 

8:30 AM  Worship 

9:45 AM  S.S. 

Continental Bkfst 

in W.Hall 

10 AM Child. Prog 

In W. Hall 

11:00 AM  Worship 

8 PM AA Mtg. 

5  

Public School 
Out 
6 PM Cub Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

 

6 

7AM Men Bkfst 

8:30AM Staff 

9:30 AM Bib Mod 

9:45 AM Coord.T 

5:30 PM Bldg & 

Grd Mtg. 

6:30 PM Deacons 

Mtg & Bible Study 

7 

12:15 PM Lenten  

Concert Series 

12:45 PM PHM 

Prayer 

5:30 PM Chil. 

Prog. 

6:00 PM  3-4 HIM 

6:30 PM  Choir 

8 PM AA Mtg 

8 

8:15 AM Prayer 

in Sanctuary 

1:30 PM Bridge 

7 PM Alanon/

Library  

 

9 

 

 

 

 

8:00 PM AA Mtg 

in Basement 

10 

12 NOON 

YOUTH GOLF 

TOURNAMENT 

AT  

PALATKA 

MUNICIPAL 

GOLF COURSE 

11  
8:30 AM  Worship 

9:45 AM  S.S. 

Hour 

11:00 AM   

Worship 

8 PM AA in  

Basement 

12 

6 PM Cub Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

7 PM PW Circle 4 

13 

7AM Men Bkfst 

8:30AM Staff 

9:45 AM PW Cir-

cles 1 3 

 

7:00 PM  

SESSION 
 

14          
5:30 PM Chil. 

Prog. 

6:00 PM  3-4 HIM 

6:30 PM  Choir 

8 PM AA Mtg 

15 

8:15 AM Prayer 

in Sanctuary 

1:30 PM Bridge 

7 PM Alanon/

Library  

16 

 

 

 

8:00 PM AA Mtg 

in Basement 

17 

10AM-1 PM 

FL Gourd  

Society 

In W. Hall 

 

18 

8:30 AM  Worship 

9:45 AM  S.S. 

Hour 

11:00 AM   

Worship 

8 PM AA in  

Basement 

19 

6 PM Cub Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

 

Public School out 
for Spring Break 
Apr 19-23, 2010 

20 

7AM Men Bkfst 

8:30AM Staff 

9:45 AM PW 

Gathering  

Coffee Fellowship 

21 
12:45 PM SAM 

LUNCH 

5:30 PM Chil. Prog. 

6:00 PM  3-4 HIM 

6:30 PM  Choir 

8 PM AA Mtg 

22 

8:15 AM Prayer 

in  Sanctuary 

1:30 PM Bridge 

7 PM Alanon/

Library  

23 

 

 

8:00 PM AA Mtg 

in Basement 

24 

 

25 

8:30 AM  Worship 

9:45 AM  S.S. 

Hour 

11:00 AM   
Worship 

8 PM AA in  

Basement 

26 

6 PM Cub Scouts 

7 PM Boy Scouts 

27 

7AM Men Bkfst 

8:30AM Staff 

28 

5:30 PM Chil. 

Prog. 

6:00 PM  3-4 HIM 

6:30 PM  Choir 

8 PM AA Mtg 

 

29 

8:15 AM Prayer 

in  Sanctuary 

1:30 PM Bridge 

7 PM Alanon/

Library  

 
 

30 

 

 

 

8:00 PM AA Mtg 

in Basement 

 

   APRIL 2010 
  

 


